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No one's really in charge 

-Cmdr. Udai Rao (rtd) 

Nine years after the 26/11 Mumbai attacks, the government and security agencies 

remain preoccupied with Jammu and Kashmir and the North East region, and appear 

to have forgotten the country's coastal borders. Former president Pranab Mukherjee, 

while addressing the 16th Lok Sabha in 2014, after the BJP came to power, had stated 

that the government would soon set up a National Maritime Authority (NMA). Over 

three years later, there is no sign of it. For a government that prides itself on taking 

tough and unpopular decisions, this is most surprising. 

Post-26/11, naval and maritime experts have often suggested the need for a Maritime 

Security Adviser (MSA), a Maritime Security Advisory Board (MSAB), or a Maritime 

Commission, etc., due to the complexity of the maritime domain and the sheer number 

of stakeholders .These include, the ministries of Defence, Shipping, External Affairs, 

Home Affairs, Petroleum and Natural Gas, Agriculture (which, strangely, administers 

fisheries); and agencies such as the Indian Navy (IN), Indian Coast Guard (ICG), 

Marine Police, DG-Shipping, the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF), the Border 

Security Force (BSF), major and minor ports, shipyards , shipping companies, 

Customs, etc. 

Most of these organisations are headed and staffed by bureaucrats who lack specialist 

maritime domain knowledge and tend to use land-centric templates to solve maritime 

issues. Further, there is an acute lack of a coordinated approach to maritime problem-

solving due to compartmentalization, turf wars, individual service loyalties and 

general reluctance to share information. 

The country's federal structure, too, creates its own problems, with nine coastal states 

and four union territories. While some states are proactive on coastal security, others 

do not understand the magnitude or the nature of the problem and believe it is the 

Centre's responsibility and often cite lack of resources, which may not be entirely 

correct. 
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Post-26/11, the central government has created a three-tier coastal security 

architecture. The newly-created Marine Police forces are mandated to patrol up to 12 

nautical miles (nm) from the coast, the ICG from 12nm to 200nm and finally, the 

Indian Navy beyond 200nm exclusive economic zone (EEZ). 

The Marine Police are thus really the last line of defence against an approaching threat. 

They, however, have a long way to go before they can reach that stage. The 13 state 

Marine Police forces are at different levels of training and operational preparedness. 

Coastal security is a new discipline for the hitherto land-oriented police, who require 

all the help they can get. 

The lack of dedicated sea-going cadre and dedicated coastal security training 

academies at the national or state levels is their Achilles' heel. Thus, nine years after 

26/11, the national coastline continues to be inadequately secured. 

In 2016, during a review meeting of coastal security chaired by Union Home Minister 

Rajnath Singh in Mumbai, a proposal was floated by Maharashtra Chief Minister 

Devendra Fadnavis to create a central marine police force, on the lines of our Central 

Armed Police Forces (CAPF), which found support from a few other coastal states, too. 

This is nothing but an admission that the states are not willing to take responsibility 

for their own coastal security. 

The central marine police force, which has now been named Coastal Border Police 

Force (CBPF), will mean the creation of another layer in the coastal security construct, 

resulting in additional expenditure and problems in coordination. It will be another 

few years before the CBPF, if finally approved, will find its 'sea legs', and all the while, 

coastal security would be a work in progress. Meanwhile, the country would continue 

to be exposed to the dangers of asymmetric threats from the sea, such as maritime 

terrorism and piracy. 

Confusion in responsibilities 

Post-26/11, the Indian Navy has been made responsible for overall maritime security, 

including coastal and offshore security. There is some confusion in responsibilities 

between the Navy and the Coast Guard. The writ of other actors in the civil maritime 

domain, such as Ministry of Shipping, DG Shipping, Customs, etc., runs only close to 

our harbours, and while they have enforcement authority, they do not have any 

corresponding enforcement capability. 
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A draft Coastal Security Bill was put up by the Navy and the Coast Guard in 2013 to 

delineate the responsibilities of various agencies and for legal empowerment of the two 

forces. Parliament is yet to pass this Bill. 

Keeping national interest in mind, the best agency to be made responsible for coastal 

security today is the Coast Guard. In the past four decades, the Coast Guard has 

piggybacked on the Navy to its current status, though it is still dependent on the latter 

for training, communication, logistics, etc. 

Rather than create the CBPF, it would be wise to make the Coast Guard responsible to 

train and equip the state marine police forces, and the latter should be placed under 

ICG's overall operational control. This would require tweaking of a few Acts and Laws 

and further augmentation of the resources and assets of the Coast Guard. 

The Coast Guard, currently under the Ministry of Defence, also has linkages with 

Ministry of Home Affairs for border management functions. It would be in the fitness 

of things if it is placed permanently under the MHA and made exclusively responsible 

for coastal security. 

The Indian Navy would then be free to deal with the 'Blue Water' philosophy, 

warfighting functions, nuclear deterrence, etc, rather than coastal security. This would 

also make authority, responsibility and accountability clear. Thus, a streamlining of 

the maritime governance structure in the country will help ensure secure and water-

tight coastal borders. 

Source: www.deccanherald.com, 08 December 2017 

 

How Will the Quad Impact India’s Maritime Security Policy? 

-Sourina Bej 

On November 11, the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue or Quad made an abrupt 

comeback after a decade, as senior officials from the United States Japan, India, and 

Australia met in Manila on the sidelines of the 31st ASEAN and East Asian Summits. 

The Indian government significantly downplayed the Quad meeting, with only a press 

release from the External Affairs Ministry instead of a ministerial-level statement. The 

press release emphasized common agreement on a “free, open, prosperous and 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/646945/no-ones-really-charge.htmlhttp:/www.deccanherald.com/content/646945/no-ones-really-charge.html
http://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/29110/IndiaAustraliaJapanUS_Consultations_on_IndoPacific_November_12_2017
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inclusive Indo-Pacific region and challenges of terrorism” but remained silent on 

maritime security, one of the key objectives of the Quad. 

The three other countries (Japan, the United States, and Australia) acknowledged the 

need for “coordinating on maritime security in the Indo-Pacific.” India’s miss has left 

considerable ambiguity on where New Delhi stands in defining maritime security 

within the Quad grouping. How could India interpret the Quad for its maritime 

strategy? How does the Quad view India? And what potential pitfalls in the Quad 

should India guard against? 

How Could India View the Quad? 

By emphasizing the “Act East Policy as the cornerstone of its engagement in the Indo-

Pacific,” India has indicated that the Quad would be an extension of that policy. But it 

is yet to be seen how India defines and pursues its maritime relations in the east. Will 

it be through the gambit of its Act East Policy, through the Quad, or a bit of both? As 

India takes on that role, we can see how India could further use the Quad to strengthen 

its existing maritime relations. 

India revamped its maritime doctrine in 2015, with the “Ensuring Securing Seas: 

Indian Maritime Security Strategy” wherein it took stock of its commitment to an 

actionable policy. And keeping in line with this approach it has upped its maritime 

naval drills, made port calls in Thailand, Cambodia, Malaysia, Singapore, and 

Indonesia, and undertaken maritime capacity building efforts (beyond training) in 

Vietnam and Myanmar. 

However, India’s maritime developments are at odds with the rest of the Quad 

members. In addition to operating Russian-descent ships and warplanes, India is 

also reluctant to establish a satellite link that would allow the navies to share 

information. Given the nascent nature of the grouping, India’s concern are not 

unfounded as agreeing to the CISMOA (encrypted communications system) would 

open up the nature and extent of its military communications. However, the Quad 

could also expand the scope to explore maritime technologies and reduce India’s 

defense import dependency on Russia. Even with external naval modernization and 

the success of the Vikrant-class aircraft carrier and Arihant-class of nuclear 

submarines, India’s indigenous defense production has faced serious operational 

glitch, leading to delays such as the failed MiG-29K. 

http://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/29110/IndiaAustraliaJapanUS_Consultations_on_IndoPacific_November_12_2017
https://thediplomat.com/2017/11/us-japan-india-and-australia-hold-working-level-quadrilateral-meeting-on-regional-cooperation/
http://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/29110/IndiaAustraliaJapanUS_Consultations_on_IndoPacific_November_12_2017
http://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/29110/IndiaAustraliaJapanUS_Consultations_on_IndoPacific_November_12_2017
https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/sites/default/files/Indian_Maritime_Security_Strategy_Document_25Jan16.pdf
https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/sites/default/files/Indian_Maritime_Security_Strategy_Document_25Jan16.pdf
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=170631
https://amti.csis.org/indias-maritime-acts-in-the-east/
https://amti.csis.org/indias-maritime-acts-in-the-east/
https://in.reuters.com/article/india-usa-quad/indian-navy-the-odd-man-out-in-asias-quad-alliance-idINKBN1DM0U7
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India has had annual naval drills with over 15 countries. Of these, the Malabar 

exercises with the United States and later Japan (both Quad members) have triggered 

the most attention in the past. The  use of Indian aircraft 

carrier INS Vikramaditya, the U.S. flat-top Nimitz, and Japan’s new helicopter 

carrier, JS Izumo during the July 10-17 exercises indicates that Malabar has expanded 

in its military capabilities, built confidence, and is setting geopolitical rhetoric. 

Malabar cooperation has included drills in surface and anti-submarine warfare, 

coordinated gunnery exercises, air defense and visit, board, search, and seizure (VBSS) 

drills. 

As part of its interest in East Asia, India included Japan as a permanent member of 

the Malabar exercises in 2015. Given that the bilateral relationship with Japan has 

kicked off only recently, India could see the Quad grouping as a platform to take the 

next step of trust building and move on to the exchange of marine technology 

knowhow with Tokyo. 

Of the Quad members, India has the least naval ties with Australia. Ever since 

Canberra has shown its interests in the Indian Ocean, there has been speculation about 

an India-Australia maritime security arrangement in the Indian Ocean Region 

(IOR). But with India pivoting its maritime focus on the IOR, Australia is one country 

that seems to have missed India’s radar. It is only in 2017 that the Indian warships 

INS Kamorta, INS Shivalik, and INS Jyoti arrived in Western Australia’s port city of 

Freemantle to participate in a bilateral exercise. 

Meanwhile, Australia as part of its IOR outreach has started to partner with Seychelles 

and Mauritius in its “blue economy” project. This includes hydrocarbon exploration in 

the Seychelles’ EEZ. Australia is the benchmark for mining technology not only in coal 

but also underwater exploration. This is the reason several Indian companies 

like Adani are keen to pursue mining projects with Australia. In return Canberra is 

trying to forge a free trade deal with India. Thus to boost India’s own blue economy 

outlook, partnering with Australia could be an option. 

How Does the Quad View India? 

The reasons for the resurrection of this loose ad hoc grouping is the changing 

geopolitics of the Asia-Pacific. The assertive foreign policy and economic expansion of 

China, combined with the reluctance of U.S. President Donald Trump to lead the Asia 

Pacific, has concerned regional power centers like Japan and Australia and led to the 

http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/YLTJRierevnhWvDNsDsLJM/Malabar-naval-exercise-Powerplay-in-the-IndoPacific-region.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/YLTJRierevnhWvDNsDsLJM/Malabar-naval-exercise-Powerplay-in-the-IndoPacific-region.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/YLTJRierevnhWvDNsDsLJM/Malabar-naval-exercise-Powerplay-in-the-IndoPacific-region.html
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2017/apr/10/india-australia-to-further-cooperation-in-maritime-security-education-1592146.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-06-13/indian-navy-arrives-in-fremantle-ahead-of-joint-exercises/8613420
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-06-13/indian-navy-arrives-in-fremantle-ahead-of-joint-exercises/8613420
http://www.defencenews.in/article/Indian-Warships-Arrive-in-Australia-for-Joint-Naval-Exercises--262586
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/6970/New+chief+of+PetroSeychelles+sets+oil+exploration+at+the+top+of+agenda
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/6970/New+chief+of+PetroSeychelles+sets+oil+exploration+at+the+top+of+agenda
http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/adani-to-go-ahead-with-16-5-bn-australian-mine-project-117060600660_1.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-04-10/new-trade-deal-with-india-could-be-years-away-turnbull/8432130
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concerting of like-minded democracies into the Quad. However with no common 

statement released, the grouping has to date only spelled out the different objectives 

of individual countries and a cautious approach to steer away from Chinese pressure. 

Confusion exists as to what each of the Quad nation wants. India has quite rightly stuck 

to its ASEAN centrality/Act East Policy as the pivot for its its Indo-Pacific 

nomenclature and views Quad in this context. 

By describing the Indian and Pacific Oceans as a “single strategic arena,” U.S. 

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson has described India and the United States as “regional 

bookends.” The rhetoric is clear — the United States looks to India to play a greater 

role in maintaining regional stability and helping balance China. However it is not 

clear how the United States will operationalize its goals, including freedom of 

navigation. Is it through military deployment or adherence to international norms? 

Closer to home, both Japan and Australia are looking for a security umbrella that will 

balance China’s influence in the region. Their statements made no mention of China, 

but the dragon is in the room. Australia is worried about China’s interest in its land, 

infrastructure, and influence on its universities. Japan suspects China of supporting 

North Korea and is wary of several territorial issues with Beijing. Hence India’s role in 

the grouping is to be a viable balancer. As Quad goes on to find its purpose, India 

should guard against getting caught bandwagoning against China and being included 

in the United States’ military calculations in the region. 

Source: thediplomat.com, 02 December 2017 

 

AFP after Marawi battle: On the slow boat to territorial defense or back to 

internal security? 

-Renato Cruz De Castro 

Since it became an independent state in 1946, the Philippine has been bedeviled by the 

perennial insurgency problem. As a result, the Armed Forces of the Philippines has 

long focused its attention, efforts and resources on containing domestic rebel 

movements. During Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo’s nine-year presidency, the AFP 

launched a single-minded campaign aimed at neutralizing the various insurgent 

https://in.reuters.com/article/india-usa-quad/indian-navy-the-odd-man-out-in-asias-quad-alliance-idINKBN1DM0U7
https://in.reuters.com/article/india-usa-quad/indian-navy-the-odd-man-out-in-asias-quad-alliance-idINKBN1DM0U7
https://in.reuters.com/article/india-usa-quad/indian-navy-the-odd-man-out-in-asias-quad-alliance-idINKBN1DM0U7
https://thediplomat.com/2017/12/how-will-the-quad-impact-indias-maritime-security-policy/
http://www.philstar.com/author/Renato%20Cruz%20De%20Castro/
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movements in the country by 2010. In 2009, however, the Arroyo administration was 

suddenly confronted by the ubiquitous Chinese naval presence in Philippine territorial 

waters and increasing assertiveness in the South China Sea dispute. China’s belligerent 

behavior against the Philippines began when Arroyo signed Republic Act No. 9522 or 

the Philippine Baseline Act into a law in March 2009.  Immediately after, China 

deployed a fishery patrol vessel, and in the following month, sent six more patrol 

vessels allegedly to curb illegal fishing in the disputed area. The Philippine government 

then realized the need to develop its naval capability to protect its vast maritime 

borders and its territorial claim over some land features in the South China Sea.  

The Aquino administration’s shift to territorial defense 

The AFP’s shift from internal to territorial defense, however, gained momentum when 

Benigno Simeon Aquino III became president in 2010. Then President Aquino spoke 

of “enhanced security” for national defense and put forward the country’s claim of the 

territories in the South China Sea through the modernization of its navy and the air 

force. These official pronouncements relative to modernizing the AFP were geared 

toward redirecting the Philippine military away from asymmetric/low intensity 

conflicts (LICs) to territorial defense/maritime security.  This shift required providing 

the AFP with the necessary equipment, technical training and expertise for external 

defense. In turn, the Philippine military must train its officers and personnel to 

broaden their skills, knowledge, and capability in territorial defense instead of merely 

discharging constabulary functions, and undertaking socio-civic activities—a role it 

has performed since the Philippine became independent in 1946.  

The Aquino administration’s defense goal was very modest--to develop a credible 

posture for territorial defense and maritime security through building a competent 

force capable of defending the country’s interests and the land features it occupies in 

the South China Sea. Despite this unambitious objective, however, the Aquino 

administration was immobilized by scant financial resources. 

During its six-year term, the Philippine government acquired only two second-hand 

U.S. Coast Guard Cutter (The BRP Gregorio Del Pilar and the BRP Alcaraz), and signed 

the contract for 12 F/A-50 multi-purpose fighter planes from South Korea. Though the 

Philippine Navy acquired six Multi-Purpose Attack Crafts (MPAC), the Department of 

National Defense postponed the purchase of missile-armed MPAC after the DBM 

finally releases the funds.  
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Furthermore, it could not source the much-needed war materiel such as blue-water 

missile-armed ships, search-and-rescue vessels, naval helicopters, strategic sea lift 

ships and top-of- the-line interceptors to protect the country’s oil exploration projects 

and territorial claims in the South China Sea because of the shortfall in funds allocated 

by the Philippine Congress. 

The Duterte administration’s one step forward, two steps backward 

Before his inauguration on June 30, 2016, President Rodrigo Duterte declared that he 

wanted a closer relationship with China and that he would not continue the military 

modernization program started by his predecessor. His early statements indicated that 

he would not pursue the modernization of the AFP with as much vigor as former 

President Aquino. His newly appointed chief of the AFP, Lieutenant General Ricardo 

Bisaya, declared “that internal security will take precedence over external defense and 

that the military will invest more in speed boats and helicopters.” 

Analysts and observers thought that Duterte would follow former President Gloria 

Macapagal-Arroyo’s national security policy of gravitating close to China while 

ignoring territorial defense and focusing on neutralizing domestic security challenges 

such as terrorism and insurgencies. The AFP’s modernization was linked to then 

President Aquino’s agenda of challenging China’s expansive maritime claim in the 

South China Sea. Duterte’s agenda to improve bilateral relations with China may mean 

that public investments to territorial defense would be decreased if not be terminated.   

However, a few days after Duterte’s inauguration, his administration slowly changed 

his tune on the AFP modernization. Department of National Defense Secretary Delfin 

Lorenzana assured the AFP and the Filipino public that the Duterte administration 

would pursue the modernization of the Philippine military. Lorenzana stressed that 

territorial defense is one of the priorities of the Duterte administration because “it is 

very important as we need to protect our territories against encroachment by other 

parties.” He added that the 15-year AFP modernization program will continue as 

scheduled.  

He, however, clarified that there will be some “redirection” as the Duterte 

administration is determined to decisively deal with criminality, especially the Abu 

Sayyaf bandits, as it gives the Philippines a bad name due to a series of kidnappings of 

Malaysians and Indonesian sailor off the Sulu Sea. 
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In July 2016, Duterte assured troops of the 6th Infantry Division that he will continue 

the Aquino administration’s efforts to modernize the AFP.  He declared that “there will 

even be no refocusing of the modernization thrust. We will only adjust our priorities 

(to internal defense).” This policy statement is reflected in the 15 percent rise in 

defense spending for 2017 with the allocation for the modernization program raised 

from P15 billion (US$333million) to P25 (US$555million). 

In mid-September 2016, the Department of National Defense announced it would sign 

a P16 billion (US$355million) deal with Hyundai Heavy Industries for the Philippine 

Navy’s acquisition of two new frigates and their weapons systems. This project is part 

of the Aquino administration modernization program that aimed to enhance the AFP’s 

territorial defense and disaster response capabilities.  The Duterte administration’s 

moves to build up the AFP’s territorial defense capabilities by acquiring two new 

frigates for the Philippine Navy underlined its intent to build-up its maritime 

capabilities while at the same time establishing a détente with its biggest maritime 

claimant state in the South China Sea dispute, China. Despite Duterte’s and Chinese 

President Xi Jin Ping’s declaration that their countries’ long-lasting friendship is 

unbreakable, the two sides are still at odds over matters such as fishing rights in the 

Scarborough Shoal and on the role of the favorable PCA award in the planned bilateral 

negotiations to manage their territorial dispute in the South China Sea. 

Furthermore, the Duterte administration also cannot simply ignore China’s maritime 

expansion given that the former is exploring ways of increasing the production of oil 

and gas in the future, with most of these resources located in the disputed waters. 

The battle for Marawi: Revealing the resilience of internal security challenges 

The AFP modernization program is divided into three horizons or phases. 

During the Aquino administration, the government allocated P85 billion (US$1.75 

billion) for the First Horizon that entailed the acquisition of military hardware both 

for counter-insurgency and territorial defense. The Duterte administration is 

supposed to implement the Second Horizon that would require the allocation of P125 

billion (US$2.25 billion) for the acquisition of equipment primarily for territorial 

defense. However, the occupation of Marawi City by local and foreign Islamic militants 

affiliated with the Islamic State of Syria and Iraq forced the government to reconsider 

its plan to pursue the second phase of the AFP modernization program. 
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On May 26, 2017, more than 1,000 Islamic militants led by the Maute Group and flying 

the black flag of ISIS occupied the lakeside city of Marawi.  The militants immediately 

took control of the city center, established and controlled several checkpoints on 

several key bridges, and deployed several well-armed and trained snipers in many of 

the city’s mosque.  

Effectively, thousands of innocent civilian were caught in the middle of the city which 

rendered a full-scale AFP assault difficult and risky. The militants also positioned 

several snipers in the tall buildings which forced Philippine troops to maintain a safe 

distance from the center of the city. It was also reported that several foreign militants 

from Malaysia, Indonesia, Chechnya, Yemen and Saudi Arabia fought alongside their 

Filipino counterparts. Consequently, the militants were able to capture a fifth of the 

city.  The militants were able to defend their  enclaves as the AFP—trained and used 

primarily in conducting counter-insurgency operations in the jungles—found it 

difficult to wage an effectively urban warfare against well-armed Islamic militants who 

were prepared to sacrifice their lives for their cause. 

Frustrated by its initial attempts to liberate the city, the Philippine military adopted a 

strategy of destroying the city in order to save it. The AFP waged a face-to-face urban 

warfare against the militants as they rooted them out through house-to-house and 

building-by-building fighting. The Philippine Air Force used its attack helicopters and 

fixed-wing aircraft to bombard the militants’ positions in the city. The Philippine Army 

and marines relied heavily on air-support, artillery and armor personnel carriers to 

neutralize the militants’ strongholds in the city.  After four months of bloody scorched-

earth combat, the AFP took control of Marawi City in late October 2017. 

Seeking the balance between internal security and territorial defense 

The four-month battle for Marawi City uncovered several challenges that the AFP faces 

in the second decade of the 21st century. Despite some efforts to develop its territorial 

defense capabilities since 2010, the AFP remains deficient in intelligence, surveillance 

and reconnaissance capabilities. It also lacks basic infantry equipment such as bullet-

proof vests, helmets, night-vision goggles, bullets, ordinance, modern ground-attack 

aircraft and even tanks. It also exposed a major structural problem that as the AFP 

tries to modernize its capabilities to confront a vast array of new challenges; the 

resilience of internal security threats has not only altered the country’s security 

perceptions, but also imposed greater resource constraints as it seeks to improve its 

overall capabilities. 
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In August 2017, during the height of the battle for Marawi City, Duterte asked the 

Congress to provide funding for additional 20,000 troops. With only about 130,000 

personnel spread all over the country, there is now a concern that the AFP’s ability to 

deal with a range of internal and external security threats following decades of 

strategic slack and underinvestment in national defense. The most important 

challenge the AFP faces, however, is seeking the appropriate balance between internal 

and external security considerations that has long bedeviled any attempts to 

modernize the Philippine military. With a budget amounting to less than one percent 

of the country’s gross domestic product, how can the AFP address a spectrum of 

security challenges such as insurgencies, natural disasters, unresolved territorial and 

sovereignty issues with neighboring states, and increasing geo-strategic competition 

among the great powers in East Asia?  

Source: www.philstar.com, 30 December 2017 

  

We are aware of China’s maritime ambitions: India 

-Kallol Bhattacherjee 

The Centre on Wednesday informed the Lok Sabha that it was aware of China’s 

ambition to emerge as a “maritime power” and indicated that India maintained a 

“close watch” on all developments that threatened its security. Issuing a statement on 

the immediate neighbourhood-related issues, Minister of State for External Affairs 

Gen. (Ret.) V.K. Singh expressed commitment to stay engaged with the neighbours but 

maintained that the onus for restarting bilateral dialogue lies with Pakistan. “India and 

China have, on several occasions, reiterated that, as large neighbours following 

independent foreign policies, the relationships pursued by India and China with other 

countries must not become a source of concern for each other. Both countries have 

agreed to display mutual respect and sensitivity to each other’s concerns and 

aspirations,” said Minister of State for External Affairs Gen. (Ret.) V.K. Singh , in 

response to a question. 

The statement is significant in view of China’s recently concluded Free Trade 

Agreement with the Maldives which has drawn India’s attention. He said the 

government kept a “constant watch on all developments having a bearing on India’s 

security” and maintained that measures were usually taken to address them. “The 

government is aware of China’s stated objective of becoming a ‘maritime power’. As 

part of this strategy, China is developing ports and other infrastructure facilities in the 

http://www.philstar.com/news-feature/2017/12/30/1772540/afp-after-marawi-battle-slow-boat-territorial-defense-or-back
http://www.thehindu.com/profile/author/Kallol-Bhattacherjee-683/
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littoral countries in the Indian Ocean region, including in the vicinity of India’s 

maritime boundary.” Mr. Singh highlighted the “neighbourhood first” policy as a 

“continuous and ongoing process” and said India’s ties with its neighbours stood on 

their own “footing” and were not influenced by third party intervention. 

Commenting on ties with Pakistan, he said, the “onus” of starting the Comprehensive 

Dialogue Process launched during the 2015 visit to Islamabad by External Affairs 

Minister Sushma Swaraj, lies on Pakistan. “The Foreign Secretaries of the two 

countries were mandated to finalise the modalities of the dialogue. However, the 

meeting of the Foreign Secretaries could not take place in the wake of the Pathankot 

Air Base terrorist attack on January 2, 2016 and subsequent intensification of cross-

border terrorism aimed at India and emanating from Pakistan,” he said expressing the 

government’s commitment to resolving “all issues peacefully and bilaterally”. 

Source: www.thehindu.com, 27 December 2017 

India, Australia, Japan discuss maritime security, counter-terrorism 

New Delhi [India], Dec 13 (ANI): India, Australia and Japan on Wednesday stressed 

the need for greater collaboration on maritime security and domain awareness and 

disaster response capabilities. Renewing their resolve to fight the scourge of terrorism 

in all its forms and manifestations, the three countries also stressed the need for 

enhanced cooperation on counter-terrorism. Foreign Secretary S Jaishankar hosted 

the 4th India-Australia-Japan trilateral meeting with his Australian and Japanese 

counterparts in New Delhi. The three countries also discussed the economic 

cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region and underscored their shared commitment to 

peace, democracy, economic growth and a rules-based order in the region. They 

emphasised their support for ASEAN centrality in the political and security 

architecture of the Indo-Pacific region and deliberated on strengthening regional 

connectivity as well. 

The Japanese Vice Minister proposed to host the next round of this trilateral dialogue 

in Tokyo. Earlier on Tuesday, India and Australia reviewed all aspects of bilateral ties 

during the inaugural '2+2 dialogue' and agreed that a "free, open and inclusive Indo-

Pacific is in the long-term interests of all countries in the region." The '2+2 dialogue' 

format, which was first proposed by then Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott 

during his 2014 India visit, comes a month after the two countries, along with the U.S. 

and Japan, held a quadrilateral security dialogue in Manila. On Monday, External 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/we-are-aware-of-chinas-maritime-ambitions-india/article22288544.ece
https://www.aninews.in/search?query=India
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Affairs Minister (EAM) Sushma Swaraj held the 15th Russia-India-China (RIC) 

trilateral meet with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and Chinese Foreign 

Minister Wang Yi. (ANI) 

Source: www.aninews.in, 13 Dcember 2017 

 

Myanmar’s evolving maritime security landscape 

-Rajni Gamage 

Traditional security concerns such as the defence of sovereignty and territorial 

integrity have driven Myanmar’s naval modernisation ambitions since the turn of the 

century. Such insecurities peaked in 2008 following a clash with the Bangladesh Navy 

over disputed maritime borders in the Bay of Bengal. While the amicable resolution of 

this dispute made Myanmar’s anxieties less acute, this category of threats continues to 

dominate Myanmar’s strategic calculus on the seas. Though Myanmar’s maritime security 

outreach has occurred mostly at the bilateral level, it does participate in multilateral maritime 

security initiatives with ASEAN such as the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 

Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium and 

the MILAN naval exercises. This international outreach is met with enthusiasm by regional 

and extra-regional powers who see enormous economic and strategic benefit in a ‘normalised’ 

Myanmar given the growing geo-economic importance of the Indo-Pacific. 

India, which shares a long maritime boundary with Myanmar, is one of Naypyidaw’s 

major maritime security partners. The Bay of Bengal has long been an area of 

geostrategic importance for India, and it has taken on renewed significance — reflected 

in India’s recent ‘Act East’ policy — since China began making inroads in the Indo-

Pacific through its Belt and Road Initiative. Among India’s regional security concerns 

is the risk of Pakistani intelligence agencies recruiting fighters from the persecuted 

Rohingya population in Myanmar and Bangladeshi refugee camps to attack Indian 

targets. India’s response has been to engage Myanmar during the Rohingya crisis — in 

September 2017, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi made his first bilateral visit to 

Myanmar where 11 agreements were signed, including on maritime security 

cooperation. China too has high stakes in Myanmar’s strategic location, having 

invested significantly in Myanmar’s maritime infrastructure development. In May, it 

was reported that China’s CITIC Group proposed taking a stake worth up to 85 per 

cent in the US$7.3 billion deep sea port in Kyaukpyu in Rakhine state. In September, 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi emphasised China’s support for Myanmar’s efforts 

https://www.aninews.in/search?query=Sushma%20Swaraj
https://www.aninews.in/search?query=India
https://www.aninews.in/search?query=%20Wang%20Yi
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/india-australia-japan-discuss-maritime-security-counter-terrorism201712131633260002/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2017/09/23/can-india-take-the-lead-on-bimstec/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2017/10/27/can-act-east-address-northeast-indias-isolation/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2017/12/06/unpacking-the-politics-of-rohingya-repatriation/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2017/03/31/are-indias-plans-in-myanmar-a-pipeline-or-a-pipe-dream/
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to protect its national security. Given Myanmar’s strategic importance to these two 

rising Asian powers, it is expected that they will continue to engage Myanmar in the 

maritime security realm regardless of the Rohingya crisis. This would provide 

Myanmar some cushion against international backlash on the Rohingya issue, as well 

as ensure its continued inclusion in regional maritime security exercises. 

But Myanmar’s domestic instability could yet damage its maritime security prospects 

with its ASEAN partners. The Rohingya crisis has exacerbated two non-traditional 

maritime security issues in the region: boat refugees and arms smuggling. The events 

unfolding in Rakhine State and the mass exodus of asylum seekers via land and sea is 

foremost a humanitarian issue, but it has serious security implications as well. Asylum 

seekers from Bangladesh and Myanmar who sail via the Bay of Bengal for refuge in 

Southeast Asian countries first grabbed international headlines in May and June 2015 

when they became stranded in the Andaman Sea. Late last month at least 46 were 

killed when a vessel en route to Bangladesh capsized. 

Myanmar and regional states are well aware of the nexus between vulnerable asylum 

seekers at sea and the trafficking of humans, arms and drugs. Arms smuggling is a 

serious problem for Myanmar, as the border area between Bangladesh and Myanmar 

is a sanctuary for arms smugglers due to its extensive coastline and weak maritime 

surveillance capabilities. Smugglers ship various types of small arms from Thailand 

and other Southeast Asian states through these waters to sell them to insurgents in 

India, Bangladesh and Myanmar. The Rakhine crisis has provided an opening for 

Islamist militant groups to rally support for their cause. Against the backdrop of a fast-

growing presence of the so-called Islamic State in South and Southeast Asia, arms 

trafficking has become a greater threat to Myanmar’s national security. An informal 

ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting was held in September, but no concrete action plan 

was set with regard to the ongoing situation in Myanmar or to the potential influx of 

asylum seekers in the region. With some of ASEAN’s Muslim member states (notably 

Malaysia) openly criticising ASEAN for its non-interventionist stance on the Rohingya 

crisis, Myanmar’s maritime security relations with certain ASEAN states could 

potentially come under strain. The ongoing Rohingya crisis has perhaps impacted 

prospects for maritime security cooperation with Western states the most. The United 

Kingdom has suspended its fledgling officer training program and the United States 

dropped its plans to expand training for Myanmar’s military in areas like maritime 

security and combating human trafficking. 

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2017/09/22/no-long-term-solution-in-sight-for-the-rohingya-crisis/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2017/09/19/dark-clouds-over-rakhine-state/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2017/09/19/dark-clouds-over-rakhine-state/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2017/02/17/maritime-security-governance-prospects-in-the-bay-of-bengal/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2017/08/25/organised-crime-threatening-the-development-of-southeast-asia/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2017/01/05/countering-terror-in-bangladesh/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2017/01/05/countering-terror-in-bangladesh/
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2017/03/28/rohingya-a-threat-to-asean-stability/
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For decision makers in Myanmar, the perceived danger of international pressure over 

the Rohingya crisis leading to a seaborne military intervention by foreign powers is 

very real. Similar deep-seated worries over external aggression were evident following 

Cyclone Nargis, when the French government threatened to push for a UN resolution 

and intervene militarily on humanitarian grounds after the Myanmar government 

inhibited the delivery of external aid to affected communities. All these concerns are 

likely to factor into Myanmar’s maritime strategic planning. 

Source: www.eastasiaforum.org, 22 December 2017  

 

Indo-Pacific region highlight of trilateral talks with Japan, Australia 

India held the trilateral dialogue with Australia and Japan on Wednesday where all 

three sides highlighted the growing convergence of their interests in the Indo-Pacific 

region and underscored their shared commitment to peace, democracy, economic 

growth and a rules-based order in the region. This was the fourth meeting of the 

trilateral — about two days after the Russia-India-China trilateral — in Delhi. Foreign 

Secretary S Jaishankar hosted the dialogue on Wednesday with Secretary of 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Australia, Frances Adamson, and Vice-

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Japan, Shinsuke J Sugiyama, in New Delhi on 

Wednesday. 

According to the Ministry of External Affairs, they underscored their support for 

ASEAN centrality in the political and security architecture of the Indo-Pacific region. 

“The three sides stressed the need for greater collaboration on maritime security and 

domain awareness and disaster response capabilities,” the ministry statement said. 

Source: indianexpress.com, 14 December 2017 

 

Stakeholders worry over insecurity in Gulf of Guinea 

-Anna Okon 

Stakeholders in the Nigerian maritime industry as well as members of the 

international community are concerned about the rising cases of insecurity in 

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2017/12/22/myanmars-evolving-maritime-security-landscape/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/indo-pacific-region-highlight-of-trilateral-talks-with-japan-australia-4981763/
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the Gulf of Guinea. Following reports of piracy attacks and kidnap of mariners, 

the Nigerian Maritime and Safety Agency as well as the G7++ Friends of the Gulf 

of Guinea met in Lagos on Monday to discuss lasting solutions to the menace of 

piracy on the waterways. The Director-General, NIMASA, Dr. Dakuku Peterside, 

told journalists on the sideline of the G7++  Friends of GoG meeting that the G7 

decided to host the meeting in Nigeria for the first time owing to the issue of 

insecurity in the region. He said that the group moved to Nigeria to better 

appreciate the situation. 

According to him, piracy has been a challenge in GoG and that Nigeria has been 

given a leadership role to tackle the challenge. He said the G7 leadership believed 

that Nigeria was capable of curtailing criminal activities in the region.  The 

NIMASA DG listed four approaches that Nigeria had adopted to fight piracy 

including the use of legal framework such as anti-piracy bill, which would soon 

be passed into law. Others are the acquisition of military hardware, through 

partnership with an Israeli firm, which will enhance the country’s   response 

capabilities to criminal activities; enhance its intelligence gathering system and 

regional integration and collaboration  with other African countries. He said, 

“No piracy begins and ends in one jurisdiction; when there is a hot pursuit, they 

shift to another region. And on our part, we are determined to give them a hot 

chase through our partnership and collaboration with other countries in the 

region.” 

Earlier, the Minister of Defence, Brigadier General Mansur Dan-Ali (retd.), 

commended the collaboration between NIMASA and the Nigerian Navy, which 

he said had helped to curb criminal activities in the region.  He stated that the 

combined technological efforts of NIMASA, the Navy and other relevant agencies 

had also helped to deter criminals from carrying out their nefarious activities on 

the nation’s waterways and by extension the Gulf of Guinea.  According to data 

from a maritime security firm, Dryad Maritime, 15 attacks were carried out 

against commercial ships within a 60-nautical-mile radius of Bony Island over 

the past few weeks. The firm added that this year alone, 56 mariners had been 

kidnapped off the Niger Delta. Dryad Maritime forecast that the attacks against 

shipping in the Gulf of Guinea were likely to continue and the target were 

seafarers often kidnapped for ransom. 

Source: punchng.com/, 14 December 2017 
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Missile Defense Agency Looking to Intercept Ballistic Targets Earlier 

During Boost Phase     

-Ben Werner 

Taking out incoming missiles during the boost phase – the period just after launch – 

is something the military’s missile defense leadership is confident will occur in the not 

too distant future. Speaking Wednesday at the Center for Strategic and International 

Studies, Rear Adm. Jon Hill, deputy director of the Missile Defense Agency, said the 

continental U.S. is safe for the moment, but his team is focusing on how to defend 

against an ever-evolving threat. Hill’s talk, part of the Maritime Security Dialogue 

series, was co-hosted by CSIS and the U.S. Naval Institute. “The defense system we 

have in place today will defend against the threat as we understand it today,” Hill said. 

“What we’re concerned about is tomorrow’s threat as it continues to increase.” With 

countries such as North Korea and Iran continuing to enhance their missile 

technology, Hill said the Missile Defense Agency’s goal is building and maintaining a 

robust layered defense system as ship-based and land-based radar and interceptors 

coordinate with satellites. Hill said gathering enemy missile launch data early is vital 

for the defense system to be effective. With the Aegis radar system aboard guided 

missile destroyers, Hill said his agency has the ability to receive very early looks at 

when an enemy launch is occurring. “If that ship is based is properly placed up 

forward, it gets an early detection, and can cue the ground-based missile defense,” Hill 

said. “It allows them to detect a lot earlier and shoot a lot earlier.” While parking ships 

off the coast of threatening nations provides missile defense operators a decisive 

advantage in calculating a missile’s track, Hill conceded doing so comes with a cost to 

the fleet’s operational tempo. 

Following a year when two deadly collisions between guided-missile destroyers and 

merchant ships, the Navy is currently reassessing how its ships are deployed. Putting 

the Aegis system on shore, Hill said, offers a partial solution. While ships can go where 

we need them to go and bring a variety of weapons, Hill said it might make sense to 

put Aegis on land in a region where the threat is static and near a friendly chain of 

islands. News reports have stated Japan is considering asking for Aegis Ashore 

systems, similar to what’s been deployed to Romania and being brought to Poland, but 

Hill said a decision has not been finalized. Other nations have also inquired about 

Aegis Ashore. The remarkable thing about Aegis, Hill said, is the system was developed 

four decades ago, primarily as an air defense system. But the system proved to be very 

adaptable, which is why it’s still used today, and why friends and allies are interested 

https://news.usni.org/author/bwerner
https://www.csis.org/events/ballistic-missile-defense-evolving-threats-and-new-priorities-rear-admiral-jon-hill/?block2
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in being a part of the missile defense system. “We did not think back in the ‘70s and 

‘80s we’d be tracking objects in space and that we’d be shooting objects in space,” Hill 

said. 

Source: news.usni.org, 13 December 2017 

New patrol vessel launched for Maritime Security Agency 

A new 600-ton maritime patrol vessel was launched for the Pakistan Maritime 

Security Agency (PMSA) on Tuesday at Karachi Shipyard and Engineering Works 

(KS&EW), said a statement released by the Pakistan Navy (PN).  The vessel, built 

with the technical collaboration of China Shipbuilding and Trading Company 

(CSTC), is a state of the art vessel capable of performing multiple missions.   The 

ship is fully equipped to enforce maritime security and search and rescue missions 

in Pakistan's maritime exclusive economic zone. The chief guest of the occasion, 

Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi congratulated the shipyard 

on achieving the important milestone and said that it is yet another project that 

speaks volumes of the friendship between China and Pakistan. 

He added that the responsibility of PN and PMSA has increased manifold since the 

start of CPEC and the extension of EEZ. "While highlighting the significance of 

CPEC, the admiral said that CPEC will transform Pakistan into a regional economic 

hub. If we capitalize on just 10 percent of China’s external trade, it will be about 

five times the current volume of trade that we are carrying through our port," said 

the PN statement. The naval chief also said that the maritime sector can double or 

even triple the GDP of Pakistan.  

MD KS&EW Rear Admiral Syed Hasan Nasir Shah said the vessel is part of a 

contract between the Ministry of Defence Production. The ministry will construct 

six maritime patrol vessels. The statement added that ongoing projects at KS&EW 

include 1,500 tons MPV, 32 tons Bollard Pull Tugs and Fast Attack Craft 

(Missile).The launching ceremony was attended by high ranking officials from 

Government of Pakistan, Pakistan Navy, China Shipbuilding & Trading Company 

and KS&EW. 

Source: www.geo.tv, 05 December 2017 
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Maritime Dimension of Hybrid Warfare – The Indian Context 

-Gurpreet s Khurana 

 

(This is a revised extract of chapter titled “India’s Strategic Landscape, Hybrid Threats and 

Likely Operational Scenarios” jointly authored by Gurmeet Kanwal, Syed Ata  

Hasnain, Gurpreet S Khurana and Manmohan Bahadur, in Satish Kumar (ed.) India's 

National Security: Annual Review 2016-17 (Routledge India: December 2017) 

Introduction  

  

To address its maritime dimension, it is essential to comprehend the generic concept 

of ‘hybrid war’ and its nature, applied in the Indian context. First; it represents the 

innovative use of unconventional (non-military) means by the adversary to hurt 

India’s national interests in a manner to be able to achieve its ‘desired end-state’. It 

could also be used in conjunction with conventional means of warfighting, with the 

aim of disrupting India’s warfighting processes at the national-strategic and military-

strategic levels. At the higher level, it could target India’s apex political decision-

making or its national war-effort. At the latter level, it could seek to disrupt its 

military-operational planning; more specifically – in terms of ‘Operational Art’ – the 

‘lines of operation’.   

Second; while the term ‘hybrid war’ has come into vogue in recent times, the concept 

is not new. Nonetheless, the increased employment of non-state groups by India’s 

adversaries and the advent of new technologies – including the easy availability of 

Commercial Off-The-Shelf (COTS) equipment – over the past decades have enabled 

to enhance the potential of disruptive effects against India. In this context, it may be 

recalled how in November 2008, Pakistan-based terrorists specifically trained for 

seaborne clandestine infiltration used advanced satellite-based navigational and 

communication gadgets and sophisticated weapons to wreak havoc in Mumbai.1 When 

used in conjunction with conventional warfighting, such ‘hybrid’ means could lead to 

palpable ‘asymmetry’ against the Indian military forces.    

Third; traditionally, the various security agencies constituting India’s national 

security apparatus have preferred to operate in their respective ‘compartmentalized’ 

domains – land, sea or air. However, in the contemporary context, the nature of 

relevant unconventional means and of the associated technologies enables hybrid 

threats to transcend all domains. Whatever hybrid means are brought and bear in the 
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terrestrial domain, can also be employed in the maritime realm. Of course, the 

application of such means would differ, and would be based on the inherent nature of 

the ocean realm, and the role the seas play in meeting national interests.  

 Furthermore, the seamless nature of the maritime domain enables ready flow of 

threats and challenges from one area to another. For instance, maritime terrorism has 

grown and expanded over the years, operating from the sea and at sea, in both direct 

and indirect forms, necessitating increased focus on coastal and offshore security. It 

has also started taking an increasingly hybrid character, with possible blurring of lines 

between conventional and sub-conventional levels of conflict.2  

Threat Scenarios  

The maritime domain bears vital economic interests of a country. However, a 

predominant part of the oceans is not subject to national sovereignty, which makes it 

much easier for a hybrid threat to manifest. For instance, during an armed conflict, an 

adversary would usually attempt to disrupt India’s strategic crude oil imports. The 

conventional practice is to achieve this through a naval blockade of Indian ports or 

distant interdiction of India-bound oil tankers. However, this would necessitate 

establishment of Sea Control. The adversary could avoid all this simply by employing 

a terrorist group to lay crude mines – even explosive-laden drums – in maritime 

chokepoints like the Strait of Hormuz or Bab-el-Mandeb, wherefrom much of India’s 

oil imports transit. The explosion of a single mine would be sufficient to disrupt 

shipping through the choke-point due to fear among shippers. The insecurity to 

shipping could be aggravated using information operations, including through social 

websites. Although this action would also impinge upon the interests of many other 

countries, the adversary could deny any linkage with the terrorists.   

Another possible scenario could be the paralysis of India’s sea trade through cyber-

attacks. The increasing digitization of the shipping industry has made it highly 

vulnerable to such unconventional threats.3 A determined adversary could hack into 

its port management information systems or even into the navigation, automation or 

external communication systems of Indian-flagged ships, leading to disruption of 

commercial transactions, eventually causing serious outcomes for the Indian 

economy.     

The adversary could also employ terrorists to target India’s offshore oil-platforms 

using bomb-laden fast boats. Identifying the threat in the open seas amidst rather 
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dense shipping and fishing environment has always been a major challenge. After the 

November 2008 terrorist attacks in Mumbai, India has taken major strides towards 

enhancing Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) through coastal surveillance 

measures and the establishment of the National Command Control Communications 

and Intelligence Network (NC3IN). However, the NC3IN could be disrupted by the 

sponsoring state through cyber attacks preceding the terrorist action. Such disruption 

could also precede a terrorist strike from seawards against India’s critical littoral 

infrastructure like nuclear installations.    

The adversary may also use unconventional means to disrupt India’s satellite based 

maritime communications and imagery services. This is more likely to be undertaken 

at crucial moments during or preceding an armed conflict; and using nonkinetic 

means, which encompasses an element of deniability.  The satellites could be ‘blinded’ 

through cyber-attacks against the control stations, or even directly through Electro-

Magnetic Pulse (EMP) weapons.        

India’s coastal infrastructure and assets are also susceptible to hybrid threats in the 

form of clandestine underwater attacks by terrorists trained in diving operations.  It 

is well known that achieving even limited sub-surface MDA is extremely challenging. 

The recent advances in underwater technology – including robotics – achieved by 

India’s adversaries, compounds the threat. India’s major ports are more at risk since 

these are hubs of the nation’s maritime-economic activity and represent soft targets. 

The impending growth of passenger and cruise shipping industry would only enhance 

the vulnerability of Indian ports, including that of cruise terminals and passenger 

vessels plying in India’s island territories.       

Another hybrid scenario could be the disruption of the Global Undersea 

Communication Cable Infrastructure (GUCCI), which runs across the Indian Ocean.  

Nearly all of India’s major internet and telecommunications service providers use 

GUCCI, whose disruption could isolate India’s cyberlink communication with the rest 

of the world. In December 2008, multiple accidental cable cuts in the Mediterranean 

Sea and the Persian Gulf resulted in a widespread loss of internet connectivity 

throughout the Middle East and South Asia. India lost 50 to 60 per cent of online 

connectivity while Egypt lost 70 per cent. Many feel that communication satellites can 

serve as redundancy in the event of a disruption of GUCCI, but this is not true since 

these satellites offer a limited bandwidth.4  
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Conclusion  

Responding to ‘hybrid’ threats at sea is not an easy proposition, considering that the 

maritime domain is a predominantly international medium. The presence of a large 

number of neutrals in the vast and largely unregulated expanse of the oceans brings 

about two major challenges, viz. achieving MDA and formulation of effective Rules of 

Engagement (RoE).   

Nonetheless, since ‘hybrid’ threats transcend land, sea and air domains, and even the 

capabilities of Indian military forces, the response to these threats necessitates a more 

holistic and synergistic national approach, with the defence forces firmly within the 

loop, even though not spearheading the response.   

Source: maritimeindia.org, 28 December 2017 
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China showcases jet fighters on South China Sea island 

China has showcased its J-11B jet fighters in the disputed South China Sea islands as 

Beijing seeks to consolidate its hold over the region. Footage aired by state-run China 

Central Television (CCTV) on Wednesday for the first time confirmed deployment of 

the fighter aircraft in a hangar on Yongxing island, a Chinese name for Woody Island, 

which is part of the Paracel islands -also claimed by Vietnam. China calls the Paracels 

as the Xisha islands. The presence of the bombers showcases China’s improving air 

and sea control in the South China Sea, state-run Global Times quoted a Chinese 

military expert as saying. The footage was broadcast in a CCTV report on the People’s 

Liberation Army (PLA) Air Force’s drills to improve its nautical combat capability. 

Yongxing island is the largest of the Xisha islands in the South China Sea which is also 

the seat of the Sansha city government established by China’s Hainan province. With 

a three-kilometer runway, the airport in Yongxing island is an important dual-use 

airport in the South China Sea region, the CCTV report said. China claims almost all 

of the South China Sea but Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan 

have counter claims over the waterway. The US is periodically deploying its naval ships 

and fighter planes to assert freedom of navigation. Two Chinese J-10 fighter jets were 

reported to have intercepted a US Navy surveillance aircraft over the South China Sea 

in May. 

The thermostabilized hangar boosts the jet fighters’ durability and resistance to the 

island’s humidity and high temperatures. More importantly, the special hangar helps 

to realize regular deployment of fighter jets in the Xisha Islands, TV commentator 

Song Zhongping told the daily. “Other islands in China could also use such aircraft 

hangars and China’s overall control of air and sea in the South China Sea would be 

greatly improved as well,” Song said. China will enhance its capability to safeguard its 

legal rights in the South China Sea through military and legal enforcement channels, 

he said. “Legal enforcement channel” means Chinese fighters intercepting foreign 

aircraft flying over the South China Sea, he said. 

Source: indianexpress.com, 03 December 2017 

http://indianexpress.com/article/world/china-showcases-jet-fighters-on-south-china-sea-island-4966302/
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US Navy’s Most Advanced Destroyers to Get New Primary Anti-Ship 

Mission 

-Steven Stashwick 

The U.S. Navy is changing the mission requirements of its Zumwalt-class destroyers 

to be surface strike platforms against other warships. Originally conceived to support 

troops ashore with long-range precision bombardment, the U.S. Navy now wants to 

leverage its stealth, advanced sensors, and new gun system to counter expanding and 

increasingly sophisticated surface fleets, but must overcome challenges with its main 

armament. 

At nearly 15,000 tons, the Zumwalt-class destroyers are half-again the size of 

the Arleigh Burke-class destroyers that now make up the core of the U.S. Navy’s 

surface combatant force. Following the warship’s original core mission to provide fire 

support against shore targets, their principal armament is two 155-

millimeter Advanced Gun Systems. Unlike the U.S. Navy’s AEGIS destroyers and 

cruisers, which were designed around their generic missile launcher systems, 

the Zumwalt has only 80 missile launcher cells, compared to an Arleigh 

Burke destroyer’s 96 and a Ticonderoga-class cruiser’s 122. Rear Admiral Ronald 

Boxall, the U.S. Navy’s director of surface warfare, told USNI 

News that Zumwalt’s mission requirement for providing fire support ashore was 

written in 1995, but that the current strategic environment demanded a reevaluation 

of the ship’s role and a reorientation toward surface strike instead of land 

attack.During the Reagan administration, the U.S. Navy reactivated several World 

War II-era Iowa-class battleships with their massive 16-inch guns to provide, among 

other things, a potent fire support capability for amphibious landings. By 1992, they 

had all been decommissioned again as part of the post-Cold War draw-down. This left 

the U.S. Navy with nothing more powerful than a 5-inch gun with a range of about 14 

nautical miles to support Marines or other troops on shore. The requirements that 

became the USS Zumwalt were intended to fill the fire support gap left by the 

battleships. 

However, despite articulating the need for a much larger, more capable fleet, the U.S. 

Navy will likely be challenged to keep it from declining in the coming decades. In a 

sign of the U.S. Navy’s strategic priorities, all three Zumwalt hulls will be based in the 

Pacific, where their long-range artillery could threaten China’s archipelagic bases in 

the South China Sea and help the United States offset its growing fleet, which some 

analysis assesses will surpass the U.S. Navy in number of ships in the next few years. 

https://thediplomat.com/authors/steven-stashwick/
http://www.baesystems.com/en-us/product/advanced-gun-system-ags
https://news.usni.org/2017/12/04/navy-refocus-ddg-1000-surface-strike
https://news.usni.org/2017/12/04/navy-refocus-ddg-1000-surface-strike
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vj-15O-BTDw
https://warontherocks.com/2017/09/the-350-ship-fantasy-its-time-for-the-navy-to-think-radically-about-a-smaller-fleet/
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2016/04/08/all-three-zumwalt-class-destroyers-assigned-to-pacific-carter.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2016/04/08/all-three-zumwalt-class-destroyers-assigned-to-pacific-carter.html
http://nationalinterest.org/blog/the-buzz/report-china-could-have-351-navy-ships-bigger-america-navy-18940
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Realigning the Zumwalt destroyers to conduct surface strike is consistent with 

initiatives like the U.S. Navy’s Distributed Lethality concept, which seeks to mitigate 

its shipbuilding challenges by improving the offensive punch of individual ships that 

did not previously have potent sea combat capabilities. Complicating the Zumwalt’s 

near-term utility as anti-surface platform, however, is its main battery, the Advanced 

Gun System. When the destroyer was conceived primarily as a land attack platform, 

its main battery of two 155-millimeter guns was designed to fire a new advanced, long-

range, guided artillery round, the Long Range Land Attack Projectile (LRLAP). Under 

the originally planned 32-hull Zumwalt-class, the cost per round would have made 

LRLAP a cost-effective alternative to large land attack missile systems like the 

Tomahawk cruise missile. 

However, design and construction costs amid long-term budget battles in the U.S. 

Congress led to successive program cuts and now only three Zumwalts will be built. 

With the development costs now spread across fewer hulls, the LRAP’s cost ballooned 

to nearly $1 million per round, about the same as a single Tomahawk cruise missile, 

which has a range of nearly 1,000 miles, versus the LRLAP’s 60. As a result, the U.S. 

Navy cancelled the LRAP and is looking for alternative long-range, guided rounds. The 

Excalibur artillery round appears to be the LRLAP’s likely replacement. With a 30-

mile range, it’s reach is half the LRLAP’s but double the range of the U.S. Navy’s 

existing 5-inch gun systems, and at $70,000 per round, much more affordable. 

Another alternative is the High Velocity Projectile developed for use by the 

Electromagnetic Rail Gun, an experimental energy weapon that uses magnetic force 

to push solid rounds nearly 100 miles at Mach 6. The Zumwalt was designed as a 

potential future platform for the railgun and was built with significant excess electrical 

generation capacity in anticipation of powering future energy weapons. However, 

reporting by Task & Purpose suggests that the development money for the railgun will 

soon dry up and the weapon may never be completed. Even so, the High Velocity 

Projectile can be fired from conventional, gunpowder propelled artillery tubes, 

significantly improving their performance and range. 

Whether the Navy goes with the Excalibur or a future version of the High Velocity 

Projectile, neither can immediately be used by the Zumwalt. The Advanced Gun 

System was specifically designed to fire the now cancelled LRLAP, and it cannot fire 

any other round without significant modifications. Defense officials have told USNI 

News that studies are underway on how to make the Advanced Gun System 

accommodate new ammunition, and that the modifications to the three ships’ 

https://news.usni.org/2016/11/07/navy-planning-not-buying-lrlap-rounds
https://news.usni.org/2016/12/13/raytheon-excalibur-round-set-replace-lrlap-zumwalts
http://taskandpurpose.com/navy-electromagnetic-railgun-budget/
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batteries might cost $250 million. The Zumwalts are the U.S. Navy’s most advanced 

surface combatants and it is eager to leverage them for new, more pressing missions. 

Modifying them won’t be cheap, and the cost of re-engineering their boutique weapons 

systems to new threats begs the question of whether those development funds would 

not be more effectively spent on new anti-ship missile systems that are now closer to 

being deployed and can be fired from a variety of platforms. 

Source: thediplomat.com, 14 December 2017 

 

Don’t discount navy’s role in armed forces 

The Indian Navy celebrates Navy Day on December 4 every year to commemorate its 

successful sea-borne attack off Karachi harbour during the 1971 India-Pakistan war. 

In December 1961 it had fought against Portuguese forces to liberate Goa, and 

thereafter in the 1965 India-Pakistan war a few Indian naval Alize aircraft stationed at 

Jamnagar undertook surveillance and reconnaissance missions over the Arabian Sea 

to support the Indian Air Force. Yet the sea-borne bombardment of Karachi stands out 

prominently enough in naval memory to be declared Navy Day. 

Changing role 

Over the years the priority accorded to the army and air force hardware requirements 

to counter landward threats constrained the navy to warship replacement 

programmes. The challenge for any fighting navy is to ensure replacements of its 

warships. Accordingly the Indian Navy has to maintain a force level of at least 120 

ships with an average life of 20 years and towards this objective it has to induct at least 

six warships annually. Over the last 70 years the IN has developed skill-sets to build 

warships for tropical conditions, to sail in the Northern Indian Ocean characterised by 

high temperatures, humidity and salinity that creates a corrosive climate. Therefore, 

IN warships designed for tropical conditions are export-worthy marine platforms to 

other Indian Ocean littoral countries. To that extent this would be totally in tune with 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘Make in India’ mantra. 

The Prime Minister on his first visit outside New Delhi after assuming office in June 

2014 chose to go onboard the country’s largest warship, INS Vikramaditya, an aircraft 

carrier stationed off the Goa coast. This suggests the ascendance of IN in national 

security and foreign policy priorities. 

https://breakingdefense.com/2017/07/navy-warships-get-new-heavy-missile-2500-lb-lrasm/
https://thediplomat.com/2017/12/us-navys-most-advanced-destroyers-to-get-new-primary-anti-ship-mission/
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Also, Modi’s maritime diplomacy with Seychelles, Mauritius and Sri Lanka in March 

2015 seeks to strengthen New Delhi’s influence in the Indian Ocean region. The IN is 

an instrument of maritime diplomacy which involves goodwill visits by warships to 

foreign ports, naval exercises, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, besides 

persuasive deployment. Even coast guards comprise a component of maritime 

diplomacy. The IN from its base in the Andaman & Nicobar Islands promotes multi-

lateral maritime diplomacy through the Milan Exercises conducted every two years 

with navies of the Southeast Asian region. Today, the national security establishment’s 

obsession with Pakistan persists due to compulsions of cross-border terrorism, but 

there is a strategic shift towards China with the recent stand-off at Doklam and the 

presence of Chinese warships in the Indian Ocean. 

Shift in focus 

To that extent, the emphasis on the maritime domain shifts the focus from the army 

to the navy. The Indian and Chinese navies come into contact with each other either 

in the waters of the Indian Ocean or the South China Sea. On occasions when the 

Chinese army has put pressure across the land borders with India, the IN has sailed a 

small flotilla of warships into the South China Sea to exert counter-pressure on China. 

In June 2016 a Chinese spy ship tailed two Indian Navy warships in Japanese 

territorial waters east of Okinawa — near the South China Sea — during their 

participation in the Malabar exercises with the US and Japanese maritime forces. 

Similarly in 2012, another Indian warship, the INS Airawat, was challenged by Chinese 

navy boats while sailing along the coast of Vietnam. 

As the biggest nation in the Indian Ocean region, it becomes incumbent upon India to 

ensure peace and stability. IN is the sole instrument of national power to assert state 

sovereignty across the maritime domain which acquires economic importance due to 

offshore oil, gas and mineral resources. 

Source: www.thehindubusinessline.com, 03 December 2017 

Pakistan, China hold joint navy exercise 

Pakistan Navy Ship SAIF (FFG-253) participated in 5th PN-PLA(N) 

Bilateral Exercise held at Shanghai, China . 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/dont-discount-navys-role-in-armed-forces/article9980570.ece
https://nation.com.pk/tag/navy
https://nation.com.pk/tag/exercise
https://nation.com.pk/tag/china
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Upon arrival, the ship was received at sea by Chinese Navy (PLA (N)) Frigate 

JINGZHOU off port Wusong, Shanghai. An impressive welcoming ceremony was held 

in which senior officials of Shanghai Naval Base along with Defence Attaché and Naval 

Attaché of Pakistan received the ship.  During the stay in the port, the Commanding 

Officer PNS SAIF called on senior civil/ military officials including mayor of Shanghai, 

Mr Fan Yufei and Commander of Shanghai Naval Base, Rear Admiral Wang Jianxun. 

An overwhelming response from Chinese authorities was received during reception 

dinner onboard PNS SAIF. Ambassador of Pakistan to China , Mr. Masood Khalid, co-

hosted the event along with ship’s commanding officer. A large number of guests 

representing civil, diplomatic, military communities in Shanghai attended the dinner. 

PN-PLA(N) Bilateral Exercises were instituted in 2014 when Pakistan and Chinese 

navies conducted inaugural joint exercise in Pakistani waters of North Arabian Sea. 

The second exercise of the series was conducted in East China Sea in year 2015 

whereas both third and fourth exercises were held in beginning and end of year 2016 

in North Arabian Sea. Now the 5th exercise of the series has been conducted in Chinese 

waters off Shanghai wherein PNS SAIF and frontline warships of PLA(N) along with 

air and subsurface assets participated to carry out joint drills and naval maneuvers to 

develop interoperability between the two naval forces. Observers from both navies 

were also exchanged to learn and benefit from each other’s professional experience. In 

addition, marine teams of both PN and PLA(N) also held joint training and tactical 

drills. The present visit of PNS SAIF to China and conduct of 5th PN-PLA(N) 

Bilateral Exercise will further strengthen friendly and professional ties between the 

two important navies of South-West and Far-East Asia regions. The exercise will help 

in developing combined response by PN & PLA (N) in the face of conventional as well 

as asymmetric threat to maritime interests of both countries. 

Source: nation.com.pk, 10 December 2017 

 

PLA Navy conducts air defense missile assessment in East China Sea 

EAST CHINA SEA --- The missile competitive assessment of the Chinese People's 

Liberation Army (PLA) Navy kicked off in waters of the East China Sea on the morning 

of Dec 7, 2017.  

https://nation.com.pk/tag/navy
https://nation.com.pk/tag/pakistan
https://nation.com.pk/tag/pakistan
https://nation.com.pk/tag/china
https://nation.com.pk/tag/pakistan
https://nation.com.pk/tag/joint
https://nation.com.pk/tag/exercise
https://nation.com.pk/tag/exercise
https://nation.com.pk/tag/china
https://nation.com.pk/tag/exercise
https://nation.com.pk/tag/joint
https://nation.com.pk/tag/joint
https://nation.com.pk/tag/china
https://nation.com.pk/tag/exercise
https://nation.com.pk/tag/exercise
https://nation.com.pk/10-Dec-2017/pakistan-china-hold-joint-navy-exercise
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More than 40 vessels attached to the three naval fleets of the PLA Navy carried out 

live-fire anti-missile and air defense training exercises. The competitive assessment 

was aimed to test the air defense and anti-missile training quality of the Chinese PLA 

Navy's surface vessel troops. As the assessment began, the guided-missile frigate 

Putian (Hull 523) entered the designated sea area first, launched the target missile 

and left quickly, and then the guided-missile frigate Huai'an (Hull 509) was ordered to 

search for and fend off the incoming target missile. Chen Shengqi, staff officer at the 

staff department of the PLA Navy, told the reporter that the competitive assessment 

used a kind of mainstream anti-ship missile as the target missile and aimed to test the 

terminal anti-missile capability of a certain type of surface vessel. According to Chen, 

the participating vessels were randomly selected from the three fleets of the PLA Navy. 

They had to continuously fight against multiple targets at ultra-low altitude, judge the 

air defense effects by themselves, and organize intercept operation again based on 

the actual situation. During the assessment, a number of experts from the PLA Navy's 

training departments, research institutes and colleges analyzed in real time the data 

transmitted back from the target missiles, target planes and vessels, and accurately 

judged the launch time, flight status and interception effect of the air defense missiles. 

"The assessment yielded concrete results and also revealed some problems of the 

commanders' judgment on battlefield status and of the sailors' skills in operating 

weapon and equipment," said Cheng Dewei, deputy director of a bureau of the PLA 

Navy's staff department.He added that, based on the assessment results, the PLA 

Navy will urge its troops to make up for deficiencies, adjust views and practices that 

don't conform to realistic combat requirements, and continue to enhance the air 

defense and anti-missile capabilities.  

Source: www.defense-aerospace.com, 08 December 2017 

 

Pakistan hands over command of multinational maritime security force 

to Australia 

Pakistan has handed over command of the multi-national naval maritime security 

and counter-terrorism coalition named Combined Task Force 150 (CTF-150) to 

Australia. Rear Admiral Naveed Ahmed Rizvi gave the reins of CTF-

150   to Commodore Malcolm KM Wise OAM of the Royal Australian Navy in a 

change of command ceremony held at the Headquarters Combined Maritime Forces 

(CMF) in Bahrain on Thursday, according to a statement issued by Pakistan Navy. 

http://www.defense-aerospace.com/articles-view/release/3/189093/pla-navy-evaluates-air-and-missile-defenses-in-east-china-sea.html
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While speaking on the occasion, Rear Admiral Rizvi, the outgoing Commander CTF-

150, highlighted the threat of terrorism transcends national boundaries which 

requires combined response from all stakeholders. Pakistan has handed over 

command of the multi-national naval maritime security and counter-terrorism 

coalition named Combined Task Force 150 (CTF-150) to Australia. 

Rear Admiral Naveed Ahmed Rizvi gave the reins of CTF-150   to Commodore 

Malcolm KM Wise OAM of the Royal Australian Navy in a change of command 

ceremony held at the Headquarters Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) in Bahrain on 

Thursday, according to a statement issued by Pakistan Navy. While speaking on the 

occasion, Rear Admiral Rizvi, the outgoing Commander CTF-150, highlighted the 

threat of terrorism transcends national boundaries which requires combined 

response from all stakeholders. 

Securing CPEC sea route: China hands two ships to Pakistan Navy 

“The CMF has proven that it provides a framework to ensure global and regional 

maritime security while acknowledging the individual concerns and sensitivities of 

member countries,” he added. The outgoing commander went on to say that the unity 

and the willingness of the nations is the real strength of the coalition and this 

provides the Commanders of the CTFs a unique opportunity to command a rainbow 

of sea platforms and staff. The ceremony was presided over by Vice Admiral John 

Aquilino, USN, Commander US Fifth Fleet and Commander Combined Maritime 

Forces. Dignitaries and military officials were also present on the occasion. 

Source: tribune.com.pk, 07 December 2017 

NAVAIR to field US Navy’s MH-60S gunner seat prototype by 2019 

The Naval Air Systems Command’s (NAVAIR) Aircrew Systems programme office 

(PMA-202) is set to deploy the prototype of the US Navy’s MH-60S Seahawk 

helicopter’s replacement gunner seat by 2019. The PMA-202 team initially looked for 

an industry solution to provide the fleet with a qualified seating system, which would 

address various concerns raised during hazard reports and fleet visits. However, the 

US Navy ultimately approached the Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division 

(NAWCAD)’s AIRWorks rapid prototyping team to find a quick and cost-effective 

solution. The team had completed its initial design by August last year using details 

based on existing performance specifications and supplemental fleet input. The first 

prototype was developed by September 2016. Concerns regarding the existing seats 

https://tribune.com.pk/story/1296266/securing-cpec-sea-route-china-hands-two-ships-pakistan-navy/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1578439/1-pakistan-hands-command-multi-national-maritime-security-force-australia/
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were again raised during the flag panel at the Naval Helicopter Association (NHA) 

Symposium in May. A follow-on formal acquisition effort was established by June in 

order to address the new concerns, which included the design, testing and 

development of the latest gunner seat. 

The NAVAIR / NAWCAD team was involved in refining and redesigning the seat, 

digitising drawings and developing technical data packages in order to prepare the 

second prototype for flight testing, which is scheduled for March 2018. A ten-person 

Gunner Seat Fleet Task Force has also been created to enable the fleet to provide real-

time input during the prototype development. NAVAIR Acquisition assistant 

commander Gary Kurtz said: “The MH-60S Gunner Seat prototype is a significant 

milestone. “We are approaching a known, long-standing risk in an innovative way and 

we are focused on trying to resolve this aircrew safety concern as quickly as we can. 

“Feedback on the prototype helps ensure we are pointed in the right direction.” 

Source: \www.naval-technology.com, 22 December 2017 

Chased by China & Russia, “Doing More of the Same Is Not the Answer” 

for the U.S. Navy 

-Bennett Seftel 

The United States Navy has achieved unmatched supremacy on the world’s seas, but 

Russia and China are diligently growing their naval capabilities, trying to close the 

gap. Should U.S. naval enterprises fail to match their rivals’ pace, then Moscow and 

Beijing’s maritime advancements could challenge U.S. geostrategic interests, 

including its ability to ensure the uninhibited flow of trade, project power in the Middle 

East, Europe and Asia, and effectively carry out operations in the global war on terror. 

• The U.S. Navy deploys an active fleet of 280 ships, according to Navy Spokesman 

Lt. Benjamin Anderson. 

• The Navy fleet structure is designed around 11 aircraft carriers, with ten belonging 

to the Nimitz class, which first entered service in 1975. These will eventually be 

phased out for the new Ford class, the first of which, the USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 

78), was commissioned in July and cost $12.9 billion to build. The next Ford class 

carrier, the USS John F. Kennedy (CVN 79), is targeted for commission in 2020, 

but the Navy is expected to exceed its $11.4 billion budget for the carrier similar 

https://www.naval-technology.com/news/navair-field-us-navys-mh-60s-gunner-seat-prototype-2019/
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to how the cost for the USS Ford ballooned to an estimated $2.4 million over 

budget. 

• The USS Ford’s introduction returned the Navy’s carrier force strength to 11 

vessels. Federal law requires the Navy to keep 11 carriers on active duty at all 

times, but the retirement of USS Enterprise in February necessitated a temporary 

waiver. 

• Weighing more than 100,000 tons, carrying up to 90 aircraft and crewed by 5,000 

personnel, U.S. aircraft carriers are the largest warships ever built. The flight 

decks of these nuclear-powered vessels offer what the Navy calls “4.5 acres of 

sovereign American territory” anywhere in the world. 

• “The foundation of our Naval forces’ credibility as reliable partners and as an 

effective deterrent is our forward presence,” testified Sean Stackley, former 

Acting Secretary of the Navy, at a July hearing held by the Senate Armed Services 

Committee. 

• The U.S. Navy has played a key role in the campaign against ISIS in the Middle 

East as fighter jets that bombed the group took off from carriers including the 

USS George H.W. Bush and USS Eisenhower carrier stationed in the 

Mediterranean Sea and the Persian Gulf. The U.S. has also sent warships through 

the South China Sea to ensure the freedom of navigation and demonstrate its 

naval commitments to regional allies. 

However, Russia and China are augmenting their maritime forces and working to 

develop new capabilities, potentially threatening the United States’ ability to provide 

security in certain waterways. Importantly, the two countries have demonstrated an 

increasing level of cooperation as they have participated in various joint naval 

exercises over the past five years. 

• “Both China and Russia are able to compete on a global scale, in all domains, and 

at competitive speed. They both possess considerable space, cyber and nuclear 

forces. Both are challenging U.S. influence and interests in expanding areas of the 

world, often in maritime spaces. They have been very explicit about their maritime 

intentions, and have moved out smartly to advance them,” wrote Admiral John 

Richardson, Chief of Naval Operations, in a July 2017 white paper on the Future 

Navy Layout. 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/10/5062
https://www.apnews.com/faf5a7aeaa504a1393ab4a39de822b68
https://www.armed-services.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Stackley_06-15-17.pdf
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• Under the leadership of President Vladimir Putin, Russia has prioritized the 

reconstruction of its navy, and particularly its cache of submarines. Earlier this 

year, the Russian Navy launched the second of its seven-member Severodvinsk 

class, or “YASEN-class,” nuclear-powered attack submarines, which according to 

the Defense Intelligence Agency’s 2017 report on Russia’s military power, are 

“extremely quiet and armed with a wide range of advanced cruise missiles to 

destroy enemy ships and targets ashore.” 

• “The Russians will build 100 new ships by 2020, and they are comparable to the 

best of the U.S. fleet,” said Adm. (ret.) James Stavridis, former Supreme Allied 

Commander of NATO. “Nearly 20 of them will go into the contested waters of the 

Black Sea, operating from the superb naval base that the Russians annexed in 

Crimea in 2014,” The Cipher Brief expert said, writing in the Wall Street Journal. 

• China is undertaking across-the-board naval modernization, including the 

construction of advanced anti-ship ballistic and cruise missiles, unmanned 

vehicles and enhanced surveillance and reconnaissance systems. 

• China commissioned its first aircraft carrier, Liaoning, into service in Sept. 2012 

and could potentially be building two additional carriers. There has been 

speculation that China may aim to construct up to six carriers. China has also 

invested heavily in advanced anti-ship missiles, such as the hypersonic DF-21D, 

referred to by some experts as the “carrier killer.” Such weapons could be used to 

protect Chinese interests abroad, including in the Middle East and Africa, 

especially as China recently established its first overseas naval base in Djibouti 

this summer. 

• Russia and China began joint naval drills in 2012 and have held two exercises this 

year. The first set occurred in July in the Baltic Sea. The drills are “an example of 

China’s growing military capabilities and its increasingly significant global role,” 

said Piers Cazalet, the Deputy Spokesman for NATO. This September, the two 

countries conducted joint exercises over an eight-day period in the Russian Far 

East port city of Vladivostok, which is the base of the Russian Pacific Fleet. 

In addition to the new level of competition introduced by Russia and China, there are 

concerns that the U.S. Navy is being stretched too thin due to its vast global 

responsibilities. The ramifications could be a reduced competitive advantage vis-à-vis 

http://eng.mil.ru/en/structure/forces/navy.htm
http://www.dia.mil/Portals/27/Documents/News/Military%20Power%20Publications/Russia%20Military%20Power%20Report%202017.pdf
https://www.thecipherbrief.com/article/rise-hypersonic-weapons-1095
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Russia and China in confined, yet vital waters such as the Baltic Sea and South China 

Sea. 

• The collisions that occurred aboard the USS Fitzgerald and USS John S. 

McCain in the Western Pacific this past summer, which resulted in the deaths of 

17 service members, have been blamed on tired crews who hadn’t received 

adequate training due to constant deployments. 

The Navy has started to initiate expansive measures to further build capabilities, 

prioritizing the readiness of its service members, the incorporation of new technology 

and equipment, and increasing cooperation with partners and allies. Through such 

mechanisms, the Navy aims to address shortcomings, though, like all branches of the 

armed forces, Navy officials complain bitterly that the budget limits of sequestration 

complicate future planning and investment . 

• The Navy’s 2016 Force Structure Assessment (FSA), released last December, 

recommended an expansion from a target of 308 naval vessels to a 355-ship fleet, 

which is expected to include 12 carriers, 104 large surface combatants, 52 small 

surface combatants, 38 amphibious ships and 66 submarines. “To continue to 

protect America and defend our strategic interests around the world, all while 

continuing the counterterrorism fight and appropriately competing with a 

growing China and resurgent Russia, our Navy must continue to grow,” said then-

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, when the study was released last December. 

• Ensuring the appropriate level of readiness for sailors has been a focal point for 

current Secretary of the Navy Richard Spencer, who in September, ordered a 

comprehensive review of the Navy’s “individual training and professional 

development, unit level training and operational performance, development and 

certification of deployed operational and mission standards, deployed operational 

employment and risk management, material readiness, and utility of current 

navigation equipment and combat systems, and will include recommendations on 

corrective actions.” 

• The U.S. Navy is looking to expand its fleet size and design new weapons and 

technologies, including hypersonic weapons – projectiles that are able to achieve 

and sustain speeds at or above Mach 5, or five times the speed of sound. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2017/08/26/deadly-navy-accidents-in-the-pacific-raise-questions-over-a-force-stretched-too-thin/?utm_term=.cc0489ccc772
http://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=98160
https://www.armed-services.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Spencer_09-19-17.pdf
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• According to Sean Stackley, former Acting Secretary Of The Navy,“The FY 2018 

President’s Budget request invests in the modernization of our current platforms 

and weapons; supports procurement of seven major warships and two auxiliary 

ships: the ENTERPRISE (CVN 80) FORD Class aircraft carrier; two VIRGINIA 

Class (SSN) attack submarines; two ARLEIGH BURKE Class (DDG 51) guided 

missile destroyers; two Littoral Combat Ships (LCS); one JOHN LEWIS Class fleet 

oiler; and one (T-ATS) towing, salvage and rescue ship; and continues advanced 

procurement for the lead ship of the COLUMBIA Class ballistic missile submarine 

program.” 

• Stackley said building the Columbia Class ballistic missile submarine (SSBN) – 

the planned replacement for the Ohio Class and part of the nation’s strategic 

deterrent nuclear triad – is a priority. 

• The Navy is also seeking to orchestrate even more strategic cooperation with allies 

to ensure maximum force projection. In a town hall meeting held aboard the 

USS Reagan earlier this week, Admiral Richardson, Chief of Naval Operations, 

said he hoped to focus the upcoming year on “more time in [joint] exercises 

working toward the high-end of naval warfare.” 

 Source: www.thecipherbrief.com, 22 December 2017 

Us navy: forces in Asia may be reinforced with warships from the eastern 

pacific 

The US Navy’s top officer on Tuesday said that vessels from the eastern Pacific could 

be brought forward to reinforce US naval power in Asia as Washington contends with 

increased threats in the region and accidents that have weakened its maritime force. 

“We will continue to assure that we meet all of our missions here in the Asia Pacific 

area. It could be something coming forward from Third Fleet or something like that to 

meet those requirements,” Chief of US Naval Operations Admiral John Richardson 

said at a briefing aboard the USS Ronald Reagan carrier in Japan. He declined to say 

when or how many ships could be transferred. The growing threat posed by North 

Korea’s ballistic missile and nuclear weapon advances coupled with operations to 

counter China’s increasing military might in the South China Sea and other parts of 

Asia is putting an increased burden on the US Seventh Fleet. 

https://www.thecipherbrief.com/chased-china-russia-not-answer-u-s-navy
http://ewn.co.za/Topic/North-Korea
http://ewn.co.za/Topic/North-Korea
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That added pressure on crews has been blamed for contributing to a series of accidents 

involving naval vessels this year, including collisions by two destroyers with merchant 

ships that killed 17 US sailors. In August, the USS John S. McCain guided missile 

destroyer was struck by a merchant ship near Singapore, while its sister ship, 

the Fitzgerald, almost sank off the coast of Japan in June after colliding with a 

Philippine container ship. Richardson spoke after US President Donald Trump 

unveiled a new national security strategy based on his “America First” vision that 

singled out China and Russia as “revisionist powers.” For its part, China is attempting 

to revise the global status quo by its aggression in the South China Sea, a U.S. official 

said. Beijing is building military bases there on manmade islands in waters claimed by 

other nations. “One can only draw certain conclusion about what are the intentions of 

the Chinese with respect to those islands. We will respond as we have always done, 

which is that we are going to continue to be present down there,” Richardson said. 

For now, he said, North Korea was the “most urgent” task for the US Navy in Asia as it 

became “more and more capable” with every new missile test. The latest ballistic 

missile tested on 29 November reached an altitude of more than 4,000 kilometres, 

giving it enough-range, Pyongyang claims, to hit major US cities including Washington 

DC. 

Richardson said his task in 2018 is to build a navy “more lethal” and “dangerous” to 

potential US foes. 

“There is a near unanimous consensus that we need more naval power than we have 

now,” he said. 

Source: ewn.co.za/, 17 December 2017 
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Sri Lanka, Struggling With Debt, Hands a Major Port to China 

-Kai Schultz 

Struggling to pay its debt to Chinese firms, the nation of Sri Lanka formally handed 

over the strategic port of Hambantota to China on a 99-year lease last week, in a deal 

that government critics have said threatens the country’s sovereignty. In recent years, 

China has shored up its presence in the Indian Ocean, investing billions of dollars to 

build port facilities and plan maritime trade routes as part of its “One Belt, One Road” 

initiative to help increase its market reach. Along the way, smaller countries like Sri 

Lanka have found themselves owing debts they cannot pay. Sri Lanka owes more than 

$8 billion to state-controlled Chinese firms, officials say. Sri Lankan politicians said 

the Hambantota deal, valued at $1.1 billion, was necessary to chip away at the debt, 

but analysts warned of the consequences of signing away too much control to China. 

“The price being paid for reducing the China debt could prove more costly than the 

debt burden Sri Lanka seeks to reduce,” said N. Sathiya Moorthy, a senior fellow 

specializing in Sri Lanka at the New Delhi-based Observer Research Foundation. 

Sri Lanka has long been in India’s orbit, but its relationship with China has 

strengthened in recent years. As Western nations accused Mahinda Rajapaksa, the 

country’s former president, of grievous human rights abuses during the final stages of 

Sri Lanka’s nearly 26-year civil war, China extended billions of dollars of loans to Mr. 

Rajapaksa’s government for new infrastructure projects. In July, the state-controlled 

China Merchants Port Holdings Company signed a deal with the Sri Lanka Ports 

Authority to control a 70 percent stake in the Hambantota port, which lies on the 

southern coast of the country. 

Last Friday, Sri Lanka’s Parliament voted to grant tax concessions to a joint venture 

led by China to develop the port. On Saturday, the government completed the 

handover of the port to two state-controlled entities run through China Merchants 

Port Holdings, which has already made its first payment of $300 million to the Sri 

Lankan government. “With this agreement, we have started to pay back the loans,” Prime 

Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe said in an address to Parliament. “There will be an economic 

zone and industrialization in the area which will lead to economic development and promote 

tourism.” 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/13/business/china-railway-one-belt-one-road-1-trillion-plan.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/r/mahinda_rajapaksa/index.html?inline=nyt-per
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2017/12/08/world/asia/08reuters-sri-lanka-china-port.html
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Critics said the lease could set a precedent for Sri Lanka and other countries that owe 

money to China to accept deals that involve the signing over of territory. After the 

original port deal was signed in July, Namal Rajapaksa, a member of Parliament and 

son of the former president, asked on Twitter whether the government was “playing 

geopolitics with national assets.” Perceiving a threat to its regional hegemony, India 

has also watched with suspicion as cranes operated by Chinese firms began to dot 

the skyline in Colombo, Sri Lanka’s capital. To reset the imbalance, India has 

partnered with Japan to develop a port on Sri Lanka’s eastern coastline, and it has 

entered into talks to invest in an airport near Hambantota. “India has been 

overwhelmed by China’s offensive in its strategic backyard,” said Constantino 

Xavier, a fellow at Carnegie India in New Delhi. But across South Asia, there have 

been some signs of pushback to Chinese investment, including the 

recent sidelining of hydropower projects in Nepal, Pakistan and Myanmar. Mr. 

Xavier said Sri Lanka’s dependency on China has alarmed some countries. 

“Countries in the region are beginning to realize the long-term costs of Beijing’s 

massive investment promises,” he said. 

Source: www.nytimes.com 

 

South Korea to invest in Iran’s Caspian port 

-Fatih Karimov 

South Korea is among the countries which has take serious steps to enter Iran's market 

following the removal of international sanctions on the Islamic Republic. South Korea 

ranked fourth among Iran's top trade partners in non-oil sector during the first seven 

months of the current Iranian fiscal year (started March 20, 2017). The mutual trade 

(including gas condensates) accounted to $4,288 million in the period. South Korean 

companies also have signed various contracts with Iranian counterparts for joint 

venture investment in energy, auto manufacturing, railway, shipbuilding and 

maritime sectors. The latest deal was signed by a South Korean firm for investment in 

Iran’s Noshahr port, in Caspian Sea. According to Iran’s Roads and Urban 

Development ministry, South Korea’s JJ Consulting Ltd has signed a memorandum of 

understanding with Ports and Maritime Organization(PMO) of Mazandaran Province 

to make an investment, worth $500 million for the port’s development. 

https://twitter.com/RajapaksaNamal/status/895506690447073281
https://www.voanews.com/a/three-countries-withdraw-from-chinese-projects/4148094.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/12/world/asia/sri-lanka-china-port.html
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Under the MoU, signed by Ju Yeon park, the Asian company’s managing director and 

Mohammad Taghi Anzanpour, head of Mazandaran of PMO, the South Korean 

company expressed its interest for investing in the implementation of the land 

development plan of Noshahr port, in order to carry out maritime and port-related 

activities based on the plans approved by the PMO and in compliance with the 

regulations of the Islamic Republic. The Korean company will apply for investment 

permits from the Organization for Investment and Economic and Technical Assistance 

of Iran within a month. The sides also agreed to sign a contract in the near future which 

will include the executive details related to the design, implementation and costs of 

the project as well as the period of investment repayment and running the project. 

Iranian firms have already signed deals with South Korean companies for cooperation 

in maritime and shipbuilding sector. Last December, the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Shipping Lines (IRISL), finalized a contract with the South Korean industry giant, 

Hyundai to buy 10 ships worth $650 million, Iran’s first contract to purchase ships 

from a foreign shipbuilder after removal of the international sanctions in January 

2016. the vessels including container ships and oil tankers will be delivered to IRISL 

from 2018. 

Later in December 2016, the Industrial Development & Renovation Organization of 

Iran (IDRO), one of largest organizations involved in the country's development and 

industrialization process, signed a document with Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine 

Engineering Company (DSME) for cooperation in developing Iran’s shipbuilding 

industry and overhauling the large and medium-size ships in the country. Under the 

deal, the two sides will form a joint company and the South Korean firm in addition to 

providing financial resources will transfer technical and engineering knowledge as 

well as basic materials and equipment for the joint venture. 

Last year, South Korea and Iran also signed a maritime pact covering shipping and 

fisheries that would give Korean companies greater access to Iranian markets. The 

signed understanding would allow ships from both the countries to pass more easily 

through each others’ territorial waters and would help them get equal support in case 

of emergencies. The two countries had unsuccessfully tried to implement a similar pact 

in 1998. Following the removal of the embargoes, it is expected that the Islamic 

Republic will pay more attention to transport sector, in particular the maritime 

projects to restore its sanctions-hit economy and the South Korean firms alongside 

with certain European companies, are among the entrepreneurs have taken serious 

steps to get involved in the sector, to enjoy the huge-market’s opportunities. According 
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to PMO, in total, some 101 million tons of various goods were loaded/unloaded at 

Iranian ports during the current fiscal year (started March 20, 2017). 

Source: en.trend.az, 07 December 2017 

Bitcoin for International Trade: Ukrainian Shipping Company is the 

Latest Adopter 

-Farzana Begum 

Firstly, adopting bitcoin as a method of payment will help streamline the process of 

paperwork and reduce the costs of international fees for both parties involved in the 

transaction. Additionally, the use of the blockchain network allows customers to be 

reached in countries levied with sanctions and to be included in the global trade. For 

instance, one Swedish investment firm has used bitcoin in such a way to gain exposure 

to Iran’s growing stock market. According to Alexander Varvarenko, the founder of 

Varamar Ltd., negotiations for the first bitcoin transaction is underway with a client, 

with the cryptocurrency’s potential to reduce transaction fees, paperwork and increase 

business deals with those countries that would otherwise be exempt. Varvarenko said: 

“Paperwork for transactions is a complicated issue with banks, and bitcoin payments 

will help solve that by being faster. It could also help solve payment problems in 

countries like Pakistan, Russia, Sudan, Yemen, and Qatar, which have safe companies 

but are victims of sanctions being imposed against their governments.” While the idea 

of bitcoin creating a solution for those countries with trading restrictions is 

commendable, legislative breaches may lead to further repercussions which need to be 

taken into account. Varamar Ltd. is not the only shipping company looking to adapt to 

the technological advances such as using bitcoin as a payment method. The Russian 

broker Interchart LLC is working on establishing bitcoin payment methods for those 

customers that are excluded from using traditional payment methods such bank 

transfers.   Ivan Vikoulov, managing partner at Quorum Capital, a Gibraltar-based 

grain trader revealed a collaboration with Interchart LLC to create a bitcoin payment 

systems, but admitted, “We still have to do our homework on this as it’s a new way of 

payments.” 

This project aims to make the conversion of bitcoin into dollars much simpler by 

working with banks and bitcoin wallet companies. Vikoulov said “The industry has 

been under stress as majority of vessels are registered offshore, and many vessel 

https://en.trend.az/iran/business/2832057.html
https://btcmanager.com/author/farzana/
https://btcmanager.com/news/bitcoin/
https://btcmanager.com/swedish-investment-firm-sidesteps-iran-sanctions-with-bitcoin/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-11-29/bitcoin-shows-up-in-shipping-as-ukrainian-firm-plans-first-deal
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-11-29/bitcoin-shows-up-in-shipping-as-ukrainian-firm-plans-first-deal
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owners have banks in the Baltics, where there is a squeeze to send and receive 

payments in dollars.” The shipping sector is increasingly involved in experimenting 

with bitcoin and blockchain technology to improve trade finance and supply chain 

transactions. While the use of bitcoin has a positive impact on the shipping industry, 

it still has a relatively small number of transactions. However, this is likely to change 

as bitcoin matures and delivers scaling solutions. 

Varamar Ltd.’s project is showing that through the use of decentralized technology, 

the international shipping industry is likely to see significant efficiency gains and may 

signal commodities will begin to be transacted for the cryptocurrency. 

Source: btcmanager.com, 07 December 2017 

 

Myanmar emerging as key component in China’s Belt Road Initiative 

-Andre Wheeler 

A recent public speaking trip through Asia discussing the ongoing developments 

within the China Belt Road Initiative (BRI) exposed a number interesting themes, one 

of which is the increasing influence Myanmar is having on China’s Belt Road Initiative 

(BRI). Most discussion within the maritime, oil & gas and rail sectors focused on the 

growing improvements in rail infrastructure and the potential that this will be a 

significant disruptor to trade, logistics and supply chain within the region.   

Taking a look at the overall changes that potentially impact on those countries and 

ports that have built strength around maritime expertise, it is plausible to argue that 

they would need to start planning for a different future. Besides the cyclical shipping 

downturn affecting the likes of Singapore and Hong Kong, the BRI programme points 

to a return to a new and changed normal business in the next couple of years. The new 

order is structurally changing the nature of the business, and a number of these are 

underpinned by the BRI that will have consequences, intended or otherwise. Whilst 

most focus is on five major initiatives under the banner of the BRI, little attention has 

been paid to two programmes that have been under the radar so to speak. 

The most spoken about projects are: 

• Railway to London 

https://btcmanager.com/tokio-marine-ntt-data-develop-blockchain-solution-for-shipping-insurance/
https://btcmanager.com/tokio-marine-ntt-data-develop-blockchain-solution-for-shipping-insurance/
https://btcmanager.com/bitcoin-for-international-trade-ukrainian-shipping-company-latest-adopter/
http://www.mizzima.com/author/andre-wheeler
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• Gwadar Port in Pakistan 

• Railway super hub in Iran 

• Asia gas pipeline 

• Khorgos Gateway in Kazakhstan. 

Whilst these projects will influence the nature and introduce a new multi-modal mix 

for logistics and transport in the trade between China and the west, they are often 

analysed from the point of view of why the BRI will not work. For example, the 

objective by China to gain clear access to the Indian Ocean was encapsulated by the 

Gwadar Port / Pakistan – China economic corridor. Geo-political issues involving 

Kashmir and India pointed to this corridor being disrupted and an example of why 

China has been overly ambitious. Furthermore, India’s freedom corridor with Japan 

is seen as a direct challenge to the Bangladesh, China, India, Myanmar corridor 

(BCIM). 

What is clear is that the current set up has essentially created two markets, namely 

Europe trade through Poland and Eastern Europe. Logistics providers are already 

claiming significant changes in trade between China and Russia through Khorgos and 

other infrastructure, such that they have now introduced a number of offerings to 

clients, these include Truck and Truck, Truck and Rail, Rail and Air. The modelling 

optimises cargo in terms of weight, dimensions, etc. For example FOB shipping by sea 

freight of project cargo to sites in Russia is 40-45 days as compared to new door to 

door delivery via Khorgos of 30 days.  This is something that they would never have 

considered possible two years ago. 

However when considering one of the strategic objectives driving the BRI is China’s 

energy security, often translated into “bypassing the Malacca Straits” by having 

convenient access to the Indian Ocean, India’s resistance to two important BRI 

corridors has opened opportunities for Myanmar. Myanmar is increasingly playing an 

important role, particularly through Rakhine’s Kyauk Phyu port / ocean access. This 

opportunity has come about through China’s ability to engage effectively with the 

Myanmar government and military. Using the principles within the BRI ‘people to 

people’ soft skills programme, China has succeeded in progressing a peace settlement 

within Rakhine where the West and USA has failed. The approach driven by 

constructive engagement as opposed to the talk of sanctions by the west has seen 
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significant agreements around the Rakhine civil conflict such that China can now start 

talking openly about two initiatives, hitherto regarded as taboo. 

This piece will not deal with the Trans-Asian Railway in much detail, other than to say 

it connects China with Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore. 

This establishes Chongqing as a major logistics transhipment / connector hub, further 

relegating Singapore’s hub to Asia status and claims. The transhipment hubs receive 

Block Trains and then splits cargo for carry on secondary lines. The ambition is to get 

train freight times from the current 15 days from China to London, to 6 days within 

the next two years. This raises important questions for ship owners and managers that 

have seen volumes and value decline in recent years 

However there has been an increase in diplomatic activity between China and 

Myanmar, culminating in a number of a strategic announcements over the last week, 

specifically the announcement of the China-Myanmar trade corridor.  Some observers 

see this as a withdrawal from the original BRI BCIM corridor due to tensions between 

India and China. The corridor links the deep water port of Kyauk Phyu with the CNPC 

refinery at Anning in China’s Yunnan Province. More importantly it reduces China’s 

energy security risks whilst at same time gaining access to the Indian Ocean and 

bypassing the Malacca Straits. 

Underpinning the importance of Myanmar to the success of this corridor is the 

US$4.27bn refinery facility at Anning that can handle 13 million tonnes of crude oil 

that is already connected via a pipeline that can deliver 22 million metric tonnes of oil, 

along with the parallel gas pipeline that can deliver 13.5 bn cubic feet of natural gas 

per year. Myanmar receives royalties of US$14mn per annum, plus 2 million tonnes of 

crude and 2.4bn cubes of natural gas. Furthermore, the facility is designed around 

receiving Suez-max sized vessels, reducing the need for larger vessels and larger ports 

making it easier for more regular shipments out of the Middle East and East Africa. 

Besides the already mentioned bypassing of the Malacca Straits, there is also a reduced 

journey distance of 1200nm, reducing vessel steam time by about four days.  With new 

rail and road running adjacent to the pipeline also opens the opportunities for product 

tankers to stop at Kyauk Phyu rather than sailing through the Malacca Straits. 

China’s soft power initiatives in Myanmar and the Rakhine State seems to be 

delivering benefits, in contrast with the West’s approach that surrenders influence in 

a region holding strategic importance. It now seems inevitable that Myanmar will 

grant the deep water port and SEZ development to China, despite community concerns 
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that may be held. Once this happens, China will have secured its West coast, divided 

the US’s military capability in Asia and achieved a significant milestone in rebuilding 

the Chinese Dream. 

Source: www.mizzima.com, 09 December 2017 

 

Japan ‘Cautious’ About Investing In Chabahar Port  

Once thought to be keen on investing in the strategic Chabahar port development 

project in Iran, Japan now seems to be hedging its bets. A person familiar with the 

developments said Japan was “cautious” about investing because of fresh sanctions 

imposed by the US on Iran in July for its suspect nuclear energy programme. In 

October, US President Donald Trump refused to certify that Iran was abiding by the 

spirit of a 2015 interim agreement between Iran and the international community that 

saw some sanctions on the Shia country being lifted. “Japan has to think in terms of 

US sanctions,” said the person cited above who did not wish to be named. On Sunday, 

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani inaugurated the first phase of Chabahar port—

known as the Shahid Beheshti port. It is expected to help India and Afghanistan 

overcome difficulties imposed by Pakistan to trade directly with each other. In 

October, India sent a consignment of wheat to Afghanistan via Chabahar marking the 

first use of the facility for moving a shipment to Afghanistan. 

Besides Japan, other countries that have shown interest in developing and investing 

in Chabahar include South Korea and China, which has already developed the Gwadar 

port in Pakistan as a key link in its ambitious Belt and Road Initiative. According to 

Indian analysts, Japan’s participation would have brought more political clout to the 

project. Besides, it would have also helped speed up the implementation of the project 

given Japan’s participation as a foreign collaborator. For India, Chabahar port, 

situated in the Sistan-Balochistan province of Iran and lying outside the Persian Gulf, 

is considered as a gateway for trade with central Asian countries. Though India and 

Iran first agreed to develop Chabahar in 2003, it was only in May 2016 during Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Tehran that the two countries signed a deal under 

which India is to equip and operate two berths in the first phase with a capital 

investment of $85.21 million and annual revenue expenditure of $22.95 million on a 

10-year lease. Analysts say the delays were due in the first instance to the fact that 

India was keen to tie up a civil nuclear deal with the US and later due to the tough 

international sanctions imposed on Iran. 

http://www.mizzima.com/business-opinion/myanmar-emerging-key-component-china’s-belt-road-initiative
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On its part, Japan had previously shown interest in the project with Kenji Hiramatsu, 

Japan’s ambassador to India, being cited in news reports as saying that the Asian 

country was keen on collaborating with India on projects in Asia and Africa. He had 

said the Japanese government was in talks with Tehran and New Delhi for a role in the 

Chabahar port project along with India. “We are interested in connectivity projects 

and to make sure that this region is free and open and an important port like Chabahar 

is good for regional connectivity… I can’t tell when it will materialise, but we have 

expressed our interest,” Hiramatsu was cited as saying. An indication that Japan 

maybe re-evaluating its position came when the project failed to find a mention in the 

India-Japan joint statement issued after talks between Japanese Prime Minister 

Shinzo Abe and Prime Minister Narendra Modi in September.“Japan is more 

susceptible to US pressure being a military ally of the US,” said Dilip Sinha, a former 

Indian diplomat who was in charge of the Iran desk.  

Source: energyinfrapost.com, 08 December 2017 

India’s container capacity at 12 ports is less than 1/4th of single Chinese 

port of Shanghai: ASSOCHAM 

The study titled ‘Indian ports sector: Challenges of scale and efficient operations,’ was 

released by ASSOCHAM secretary general, Mr D.S. Rawat along with chief advisor, Dr 

Arvind Kumar at a press meet held in Bhubaneswar today. Highlighting the 

importance of port development, Mr Rawat said, “The Orissa High Court decision to 

dispose of case pertaining to setting up 13 non-major ports along its 480 kilometre 

(km)-long coastline will further boost the prospect of port infrastructure, bring in 

investment, create thousands of jobs and also add to the revenues of the state 

exchequer.” Though India’s ports have met in rapidly expanding traffic, handling more 

than a billion tonne of cargo in 2016-17 and the capacity is expected to increase to 2.5 

billion tonnes by 2025, the freight mainly comprises POL (petrol, oil, and lubricant), 

coal, iron ore and other commodities. 

It is only recently that freight in containers, which are easy to load, unload and can be 

carried to the hinterland through multi-modal transport, is catching up in India. 

Besides, it is the containerized traffic which reflects the level of manufacturing and 

value addition a country has achieved for itself in the global market. “Total 

containerized cargo volume for the whole of India’s major ports is about 8.5 million 

TEUs, which is less than a quarter of volume handled by the largest container port in 

China, Shanghai (36.5 million TEUs). China has four ports which handle more than 

http://energyinfrapost.com/japan-cautious-investing-chabahar-port-2/
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20 million TEUs, Shanghai, Shenzhen, Ningbo & Zhoushan and Hong Kong China.” 

Even on the parameter of overall cargo, both with or without containerization, India 

has a fragmented capacity at different ports.  In China, there are six cargo ports which 

can handle over  500 million tonnes cargo per annum and it has another eight ports 

which handle cargo more than 100 million tonnes up to 500 million tonnes. 

Commenting on the infrastructure in India, Mr. Rawat said, “The port scaling in China 

is not only ahead of us, but it over-awes even the major countries. Of the world’s top 

20 ports, 14 are in China. No Indian port figures in the world’s top 20. “In contrast, 

India has just two ports which handle beyond 100 MT – Kandla and Mundra. 

Fragmentation of port capacity in India is demonstrated by the fact that India’s 12 

major ports handle cargo far less than Shanghai port. Large productivity gains can be 

achieved by improving existing ports at a much lower marginal cost,” the study noted. 

The ASSOCHAM report said that use of containers is imperative to promote multi 

modal transportation. These containers can travel across all modes. “Container is a 

transport unit as well as a logistics unit. Containers save handling costs when freight 

must be transferred from one mode to another (example - from ships to trucks or truck 

to rail); this calls for cost effective models with ready infrastructure.” The study also 

suggested that it would be appropriate to augment capacity of existing ports to create 

ports with large capacity of 100 million tonnes (MT) rather than creating new ports 

and spreading resources thinly. Noting that for India to remain competitive globally, 

investment in port capacity is a must, the report stated that industry needs to address 

how to identify, fund, operate and make targeted infrastructure improvements in key 

elements of maritime transportation system. “India needs to spend more and better in 

maritime infrastructure. It also said that the proposed national ports strategy should 

include a clear articulation of function and hierarchy of India’s ports within context of 

a national supply chain. “A key outcome of ports strategy should lie in determining a 

hierarchy for India’s container and resource ports which takes into account future 

growth and potential landside bottlenecks which may impede growth,” said the 

ASSOCHAM study. It also recommended the need for India to revisit the Major Ports 

Trusts Act, 1963 with a view to modernise the institutional structure of major ports 

and to secure greater operational freedom for ports, in tune with present day 

requirements. The study further said that a single-window clearance is required to 

promote ease of doing business in the ports sector. “Private port operators are already 

introducing automation and technological advancements, this should be 

complemented by improvement in customs procedures.” 

Source: www.newindianexpress.com, 29 December 2017 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/pti-news/2017/dec/29/un-bars-four-north-korean-ships-from-ports-diplomats-1739456.html
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UN bars four North Korean ships from ports: diplomats 

United Nations, Dec 29 (AFP) The UN Security Council today denied international 

port access to four North Korean ships suspected of carrying or having transported 

goods banned by international sanctions targeting Pyongyang, diplomats told AFP. 

The ban of the four vessels -- the Ul Ji Bong 6, Rung Ra 2, Sam Jong 2 and Rye Song 

Gang 1 -- was requested by the United States along with measures targeting ships 

registered in other countries, they said on condition of anonymity. But China only 

agreed to target the four North Korean ships, diplomats said, as part of international 

efforts to curb Pyongyang's missile and nuclear programs. "Only four ships have 

been accepted" for the ban but "the procedure remains open" to include other 

vessels in the future, one diplomat said. The list submitted by the US in December 

had also included ships flying flags from Belize, China, Hong Kong, Palau and 

Panama. In 2017, the Security Council has slapped three sets of sanctions on North 

Korea: one on August 5 targeting the iron, coal and fishing industries; another set 

on September 11 aimed at textiles and limiting oil supply; and the most recent on 

December 22 focused on refined petroleum products. The US has denounced 

trafficking of banned goods that allows North Korea to stock up, particularly the 

transfer of cargo between different ships on the high seas. Blocking suspected 

vessels from ports -- except in the case of humanitarian need as determined by the 

council's sanctions committee -- is provided for in the August resolution. 

On October 5, the UN had already identified four ships "carrying prohibited goods," 

resulting in a ban on port access that was a "first in United Nations" history, 

according to Hugh Griffiths, part of a UN panel of experts monitoring the 

application of sanctions on Pyongyang. Those four vessels were registered in the 

Comoros, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Cambodia and North Korea, and were targeted for 

the illegal transport of coal, iron and North Korean fish. 

Source: www.newindianexpress.com, 29 December 2017 

China calls for linking Chabahar, Gwadar ports 

Managing director of Chabahar Free Zone says the Chinese have applied for linking 

the Iranian Chabahar and Pakistani Gwadar ports. Abdulrahim Kurdi told the Islamic 

Republic News Agency (IRNA) that the Iranian and Pakistani ports are not rivals and can 

cooperate. Gwadar Port, located south of Pakistan and 72 km from the Chabahar Port, is 

part of the joint Chinese-Pakistani corridor project aimed at connecting the eastern regions 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/pti-news/2017/dec/29/un-bars-four-north-korean-ships-from-ports-diplomats-1739456.html
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of China to the warm waters of the Gulf of Oman, the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean. 

Chabahar, as Iran’s sole oceanic port, is the shortest route for Afghanistan and Central 

Asian countries to have access to Indian ocean. Kurdi said that Gwader has no capacity to 

connect with the northern countries and its target markets, while the case is different with 

Chabahar. 

He added that in order to use Chabahar port’s capacity, the Iranian government has taken 

different steps so far, as the first phase of the Chabahar Port development project was 

opened by the president about a month ago. Managing director of Chabahar Free Zone 

said due to the presence of the Chabahar free zone behind the port, in addition to unloading 

and loading and distribution operations, there will be the possibility of developing an 

industrial zone in the nearby Chabahar Free Zone. Kurdi emphasized “two petrochemical 

and steel industries are already active in the region.” In response to the question whether 

the opening of first phase of the Chabahar port means its activities have started by now, 

Kurdi said “Chabahar port started its work about a month ago.” 

Source: en.mehrnews.com, 27 December 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.mehrnews.com/news/130687/China-calls-for-linking-Chabahar-Gwadar-ports


Page 55 of 83 
 

 

Blue Planet 2 producers admit putting 250 plastic ducks in sea for ocean 

pollution segment 

-Jess Denham 

Blue Planet 2 producers have promised “every single one” of the hundreds of plastic ducks they 

put into the sea for a re-enactment scene were later taken out, after viewers expressed concern. 

The episode in question saw 250 of the yellow toys dumped into the Pacific near Costa Rica to 

illustrate what happened when a container carrying thousands of them fell off a freighter ship 

in 1992. The resulting marine pollution was severe, with the ducks still popping up around the 

world today. Though arguably obvious the scene was a re-enactment, some viewers expressed 

anger at being misled as it was not made clear by narrator David Attenborough during the 

programme. The clear-up operation was also not mentioned on screen. BBC Earth began 

responding on Twitter, hurriedly telling viewers the ducks were “brought along and collected 

up afterwards”, with producer Rachel Butler explaining that the team had “lots of snorkellers 

with us to collect them”. Butler also shared a photo of the toys being gathered, captioned: “The 

glamour of filming for Blue Planet 2…we collected every one.”  Producer John Ruthven said in 

a BBC blog post that the story had seemed an “inspiring” one to retell as it shows how “the 

world’s oceans are really one big connected system and that plastic persists for a very long time 

(some people estimate at least 500 years)”. 

‘The team was well aware of the ironies’  

He said: “Reconstructing the release of these ducks presented the team with a fresh challenge. 

While we wanted to tell their story, the team was also well aware of the ironies of putting plastic 

ducks in the sea. “We were used to removing plastic from the ocean and if we were to introduce 

any ourselves, we’d need to be very careful to make sure every single one was collected again 

afterwards. “To film the re-enactment of the release was the biggest challenge, as part of it 

meant we’d need aerial drone footage of all 250 of them floating in the middle of the open ocean, 

and most importantly collect all 250 again. “We were always vigilant to collect every single duck. 

We counted them out and we counted them all back in again, returning to the UK with all 250 

– expect the few the Costa Rican team wanted to keep as souvenirs of a very unique part of the 

shoot!” 

 

Source: inews.co.uk, 04 December 2017 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

https://inews.co.uk/culture/television/blue-planet-2-producers-admit-putting-250-plastic-ducks-sea-ocean-pollution-segment/
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PMSA kicks off drill to check marine oil spills 

Pakistan Maritime Security Agency (PMSA) has organized an exercise named 

BARRACUDA-VW under the guidance of Pakistan Navy from December  4-7 2017, 

which is aimed at rehearsing the anti-oil-spill procedures and contingency 

mechanism. Marine pollution like major oil spills are highly dangerous for the marine 

environment and also pose a threat to ports, harbours and exclusive economic zone, 

requiring a collective response by all stakeholders. 

After the catastrophic incident of MV TASMAN spirit in Karachi in 2003, a need was 

strongly felt to formulate a comprehensive anti-pollution plan. Subsequently, National 

Marine Disaster Contingency Plan (NMDCP) was prepared and promulgated by 

Government of Pakistan in 2007 with Pakistan Navy and Pakistan Maritime Security 

Agency in lead role. The National Marine Disaster Contingency Plan (NDMCP) lays 

down comprehensive organisation and contingency plans to effectively deal with 

marine disasters at the national level. The execution of NMDCP is ordered by 

Chairman Pakistan Marine Disaster Management Board (PMDMB) which is headed 

by Chief of the Naval Staff. A response committee is meant to coordinate the efforts to 

deal with the disaster from Disaster Response Centre (DRC) at HQ PMSA. This marine 

oil spill exercise will be conducted in three phases. 

Phase-I was held on Monday at HQ PMSA which included an opening brief, discussion 

and pre-operational checks for the practical exercise. DG PMSA Rear Admiral Jamil 

Akhtar attended the opening session as Chief Guest. Deputy Chief of Naval Staff 

Operations Rear Admiral Zahid Ilyas and Flag Officer Sea Training Rear Admiral Zaka 

ur Rehman also attended the opening session. Director General Pakistan Maritime 

Security Agency during interaction with media highlighted the existing dangerous 

amount of sea pollution which will be harmful to the future generations. He pointed 

out that immediate steps are required from all stakeholders to address the sea 

pollution issue. Subsequent to planning and training sessions, Phase-II will be 

conducted on 5 December 17 at sea near Karachi harbour encompassing practical oil 

containment exercise. Phase-III will be conducted on 6 December 17 at the Clifton 

Beach Karachi for the first time to rehearse oil spill response on land. The units of 

Pakistan Navy along with PMSA and various Government, Civil organizations 

including Ministry of Climate Change, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources, 

Ministry of Maritime Affairs, Ministry of Interior, Karachi Port Trust, Port Qasim 

Authority, Gwadar Port Authority, National Institute of Oceanography, Provincial 

Disaster Management Authorities, SEPA, Pakistan Metrological Department, Bahria 
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Foundation, China Power Hub Generation Company Ltd, Shell Pakistan Ltd, Pakistan 

Oil Refinery Ltd, National Oil Refinery Ltd, Oil Companies Advisory Committee, City 

Govt Karachi, BYCO Petroleum Pakistan Ltd, Pakistan National Shipping Corporation, 

Pakistan State Oil, Total Parco Marketing Ltd., KANUPP, PEPA, BEPA, Pakistan State 

Oil, PMD Karachi, NCMPR, FOTCO, etc., are participants in the exercise. 

Source: www.pakistantoday.com.pk, 04 December 2017 

 

Could Seaweed Save Us From the Perils of Plastic Packaging? Indonesia’s 

Evoware Clings to Such Hope 

-Joseph Myers 

Thanks to Kraft Foods (and a cinematic reminder from Bill Murray in “Ghostbusters 

II”), consumers know there’s always room for Jell-O. If Evoware can continue to 

promote its environmental and nutritional benefits, end-users might soon be sparing 

space for seaweed, too. Looking to lessen the amount of plastic waste that 

contaminates its country, particularly marine life, the Indonesian entity is marketing 

the algae example as a biodegradable and edible packaging replacement option. 

Company co-founder David Christian, a resident of the island nation’s Jakarta capital, 

noted that an increase in refuse in the city compelled him to seek a way to deter the 

country’s qualms, and, given that the republic produces 10 million tons of seaweed 

annually, he and his peers came to feel the plant could somehow supplant plastic and 

other holders as a trusted container. Offering that the alternative encasement has high 

amounts of fiber, vitamins and minerals, Evoware wants to tempt taste buds through 

such food-affiliated goods as ice cream cups, burger wrappers and dissolvable sachets 

for coffee and seasonings and other items like sanitary napkins (the things that people 

ponder!), soaps and toothpicks. 

Since Indonesia ranks behind only China as a global producer of plastic marine 

pollution, the innovative approach to curbing such an albatross could definitely prove 

a financial boon to not only the land and its people but also other countries bent on 

limiting packaging excess and marketing responsibly. Over the last week, many 

sources have given attention to a lobster found with a claw-situated imprint of Pepsi’s 

https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2017/12/04/pmsa-kicks-off-drill-to-check-marine-oil-spills/
http://magazine.promomarketing.com/author/jmyers/
http://www.evoware.id/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/nov/29/lobster-pepsi-logo-ocean-new-brunswick-canada
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logo, an incident that reinforces a related concern that oceans will contain more 

plastics than fish by 2050. 

Many businesses, start-ups, experts and even students have looked to be forthright 

advocates for more environmentally-mindful means to deliver coveted products to 

consumers, and, owing to Indonesia’s aforementioned slog against sludge and the 

worldwide quest to preserve natural resources, Evoware could very well be positioning 

itself to join the most successful campaigns against packaging apathy. Sources have 

commented that the reliance on seaweed over plastic leads to higher sale prices, but 

since Indonesia is hoping to push its yearly seaweed production to 10 million tons by 

2020, perhaps the increase could cause costs to be a bit more agreeable. That way, 

consumers, while preserving the planet, could also save a few dollars or whatever 

currency their homelands issue. 

Source: magazine.promomarketing.com, 04 December 2017 

 

UN report shows air pollution to be single biggest environmental killer 

The assembly runs from 4-6 December at UN Environment headquarters in Nairobi, 

Kenya. As the world’s highest-level decision-making body on the environment, it 

brings together governments, entrepreneurs, activists and others to share ideas and 

commit to action. “Our collective goal must be to embrace ways to reduce pollution 

drastically,” said Dr. Edgar Gutiérrez, Minister of Environment and Energy of Costa 

Rica and the President of the 2017 assembly. “Only through stronger collective action, 

beginning in Nairobi this week, can we start cleaning up the planet globally and save 

countless lives.” Everyone on earth is affected by pollution, according to a new UN 

Environment report, The Executive Director’s Report: Towards a Pollution-Free 

Planet, which the meeting is using as the basis for defining the problems and laying 

out new action areas. The report’s recommendations – political leadership and 

partnerships at all levels, action on the worst pollutions, lifestyle changes, low-carbon 

tech investments, and advocacy – are based on analysis of pollution in all its forms, 

including air, land, freshwater, marine, chemical and waste pollution. 

Overall, environmental degradation causes nearly one in four of all deaths worldwide, 

or 12.6 million people a year, and the widespread destruction of key ecosystems. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/nov/29/lobster-pepsi-logo-ocean-new-brunswick-canada
http://www.iflscience.com/environment/plastic-oceans-could-outweigh-fish-2050/
http://www.iflscience.com/environment/plastic-oceans-could-outweigh-fish-2050/
http://magazine.promomarketing.com/article/company-creates-biodegradable-catering-items/
http://magazine.promomarketing.com/article/edible-drinkware-earns-600k-deal-shark-tank/
http://magazine.promomarketing.com/article/u-k-based-scientists-drink-possibilities-edible-water-bottle-ball/
http://magazine.promomarketing.com/article/design-student-creates-biodegradable-water-bottle-from-algae/
http://www.iflscience.com/environment/this-seaweedbased-edible-packaging-could-help-save-our-seas/
http://magazine.promomarketing.com/article/seaweed-save-us-perils-plastic-indonesias-evoware-clings-hope/
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Over a dozen resolutions are on the table at the assembly, including new approaches 

to tackle air pollution, which is the single biggest environmental killer, claiming 6.5 

million lives each year. Over 80 per cent of cities don’t meet UN health standards on 

air quality. Exposure to lead in paint, which causes brain damage to 600,000 children 

annually, and water and soil pollution are also key focus areas. Our seas already 

contain 500 “dead zones” with too little oxygen to support marine life. Over 80 per 

cent of the world’s waste water is released into the environment without treatment, 

poisoning the fields where we grow our food and the lakes and rivers that provide 

drinking water to 300 million people. There is also a huge economic cost. A just-

published report by the Lancet Commission on Pollution and Health says that welfare 

losses due to pollution are estimated at over Sh474 trillion each year, equivalent to 6.2 

per cent of global economic output. “Given the grim statistics on how we are poisoning 

ourselves and our planet, bold decisions from the UN Environment Assembly are 

critical,” said head of UN Environment, Erik Solheim. “That is as true for threats like 

pollution as it is for climate change and the many other environmental threats we 

face.” 

A broader UN Environment policy statement, released ahead of the meeting, 

highlights the links between events over the last 12 months – hurricanes in the 

Caribbean and United States, droughts in the Horn of Africa and Yemen, flooding in 

Bangladesh, India and Europe – and the decisions we take about our ecosystems, 

energy, natural resources, urban expansion, infrastructure, production, consumption 

and waste management. Solheim makes it clear that all of the complex global processes 

linked to the environment, such as the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 

the Paris Agreement, boil down to one simple message: we must take care of people 

and planet. Solheim also points to many solutions to the problem of pollution and 

other environmental concerns, such as decoupling economic growth from natural 

resource use. For example, the policy statement says that technically and commercially 

viable solutions can improve water and energy efficiency by 60 – 80 per cent in 

construction, agriculture, transport and other key sectors, while saving Sh299 trillion 

– Sh381 trillion a year by 2030. With over 60 per cent of the urban infrastructure 

anticipated in the coming decades to be built, the opportunities to shape a better future 

“are simply staggering”. “Focusing on the quality of growth is key for improvements in 

quality of life,” said Ligia Noronha, Director of UN Environment’s Economy Division. 

“That requires a culture that supports responsible production and does not hold up 

unrestrained consumption as an aspirational way of life. We need to invest differently 

to transform our economies, also bringing in the private sector to back clean growth.” 



Page 60 of 83 
 

The assembly will also see the participation of celebrity activists, such as UN 

Environment’s new Goodwill Ambassador Ellie Goulding, announcements relating to 

the #BreatheLife and #CleanSeas campaigns, on air and marine pollution respectively, 

and the release of new research – from reports on environmental sources of 

antimicrobial resistance to the state of South Sudan’s environment.  

Source: www.capitalfm.co.ke, 04 December 2017 

 

Newfoundlitter: The millions of pieces of trash we throw on our roads 

-Peter Cowan 

Newfoundland and Labrador sells tourists on its pristine beauty, but a report done by 

the Multi-Materials Stewardship Board shows what many local people already 

know: tons of garbage is strewn on roadways in this province. The report counted litter 

in various sites around the province and extrapolated to estimate that there are 92 

million pieces of litter on roadways. That doesn't count garbage chucked in the woods 

or littering beaches. If you break that down, that's 170 pieces of litter for every single 

person. "It isn't pleasant to look at, and in a jurisdiction like Newfoundland where 

tourism is important and growing more important, litter is obviously a problem for 

that perspective," said Mike Samson, the president of the MMSB. "It's bad for the 

environment, it's bad for wildlife … litter is a bigger problem than just the esthetic." 

Students at Gonzaga High in St. John's noticed the wrappers and drink cups littering 

their parking lot area, so they cleaned it up. Armed with gloves, rakes and garbage bags 

they waded into the trees to clean up the mess. "Most of it is fast food litter, and like 

cups and bottles and stuff like that, which obviously is coming from our school 

community and people on their lunch breaks," said Kristie Earles as she raked up a 

Pepsi bottle and fast food bag. "It is really shocking when you see just the amount of 

cups or just bags, or just beer bottles. It's kind of disheartening." 

Tim Hortons No. 1 litter brand 

When it comes to the brands of litter on N.L. roadways nothing tops Tim Hortons. The 

study found an estimated 924,000 pieces of litter from the coffee shop, things like 

paper cups and bags. The second-most found brand of litter was McDonald's, third 

was Pepsi, and fourth was Canadian Classics, a cigarette brand. 

https://www.capitalfm.co.ke/news/2017/12/un-report-shows-air-pollution-to-be-single-biggest-environmental-killer/
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CBC News asked Tim Hortons about the abundance of litter from its company. No one 

would do an interview. "Efforts at Tim Hortons restaurants include participating in 

regionally available waste diversion programs and encouraging guests to reduce waste 

by offering a reusable travel mug discount and anti-litter messaging on our 

packaging," a spokesperson said in an emailed statement. The head of the MMSB says 

companies do a good job of offering lots of garbage bins; he places the blame on their 

customers. "Individual citizens take those products away from the place of business 

and then, effectively as the owner of that product or material at that time, make the 

inappropriate decision about how to get rid of it," said Samson. 

Cigarettes a big problem 

The most common type of litter by far is something many people don't even consider 

litter: cigarette butts. There are an estimated 66 million cigarette buts littered around 

the province. Moves by businesses, health centres, and schools to push smoking off 

their properties have meant there are often no facilities for smokers to properly 

dispose of their butts. Because of their small size they may not be thought of as litter, 

but the filters that remove toxic chemicals from cigarette smoke present a danger to 

wildlife. Max Liboiron is a professor at Memorial University and studies Ocean 

plastics. She says each cigarette filter is made of tiny little strands of plastic. It's bad 

when they end up in the ocean, because they break down into 15,000 small plastic 

pieces. "The problem is too that when it comes to marine plastics, marine pollution, 

from cigarette butts or otherwise, smaller is more dangerous. The smaller it is, the 

lower down things on the food web can eat them," she said. Liboiron doesn't blame 

smokers. "Let's get some smoking infrastructure out there. Let's capture them so they 

don't end up on the ground and then washing into the ocean which is downhill from 

everywhere," she said. It's not just the plastics that are a danger. Liboiron says 

experiments with snails showed that after soaking five cigarette butts in water for two 

hours the chemicals in the butts were strong enough to kill snails living in the water. 

Litter comes with costs 

Litter's cost isn't just esthetic; communities spend money to clean up the mess. The 

City of St. John's estimates it spends $772,000 a year cleaning up litter. Extra staff are 

hired every spring to clean up what the melting snowbanks leave behind. Last year the 

province spent $110,000 removing litter from highways. 
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American studies have shown it's cheaper to provide proper infrastructure for people 

to dispose of garbage, but a 2011 survey found more than 60 per cent of communities 

in N.L. have no public trash bins. 

What's the solution? 

There MMSB is still reviewing the report, which it received last year. When it comes 

to who pays for litter, Samson is warning that the trend is moving toward having the 

companies that produce the products be responsible to help clean them up. "I think 

you'll see an increasing role for industry, and place for industry and contributions by 

industry," he said.  

Source: www.cbc.ca, 10 December 2017 

 

Low-emissions ocean ships: Who should pay for shipping's green 

transition? 

- Nils Zimmermann 

Technology options exist for converting ocean-going ships from high-pollution heavy 

fuel oil, to low-pollution alternative fuels. But refitting the fleet will be very expensive. 

Who should pay for it? Whether their cargo is wheat, iron ore, or containers full of 

Chinese-made consumer electronics, ships are by far the most energy-efficient means 

of getting goods from point A to point B. Moving a tonne of cargo 100 km by modern 

freight train takes three or four times as much energy as moving it by container ship. 

Truck transport? Ten times as much. Air freight? Fifty times. Moving cargo by ship is 

not only far less energy-intensive than any other freight transport mode; it's also 

cheaper. Environmentally and economically, the more cargo is shifted onto ships, the 

better – though obviously big ships can only move between seaports, and can't travel 

across land, so others modes of transport, such as electric trains or Tesla's new electric 

trailer trucks, are needed to move freight to final destinations inland.  

Total emissions 

The roughly 52,000 large merchant ships plying the seas today (a figure that doesn't 

include a large number of smaller vessels such as ferries) account for about 2.2 percent 

of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, according to a study conducted in 2014 for 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/litter-newfoundland-labrador-1.4440373
http://www.dw.com/en/teslas-latest-moonshot-is-an-all-electric-semi-truck/a-41420137
http://www.dw.com/en/teslas-latest-moonshot-is-an-all-electric-semi-truck/a-41420137
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the International Maritime Organisation (IMO). And total emissions are rising along 

with increases in the volume of global trade. 

Ships generate a lot of unhealthy air pollution as well as carbon emissions. Nitrous 

oxides (NOx) and sulfur oxides (SOx) from ship smokestacks cause serious air quality 

damage in port cities, because ships burn heavy fuel oil, or "bunker fuel," to fuel their 

generators at anchor, and when coming or going. Bunker fuel is dense, tarry, dirty fuel. 

Ships burn it because their big diesel engines can put up with low-quality fuel, and 

because it's cheap. Since most ships have no filters or other pollution reduction 

equipment, "NOx from shipping is set to exceed NOx from all EU land-based sources 

in the coming decade," according to Transport & Environment (T&E), a prominent 

think-tank with offices in Brussels. 

Negotiating cleaner shipping 

 

That's why the IMO, an intergovernmental body with its headquarters in London, has 

hosted negotiations for the past several years, aimed at achieving binding global 

emissions reductions agreements for the shipping sector. The negotiations are hosted 

by the IMO's Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC). T&E's experts said 

IMO generally tries to achieve consensus on its policies, and with nearly every country 

in the world at the table, as well as legions of lobbyists from the shipping industry, 

progress on adopting new policies is slow. 

In the short run, T&E said, reducing emissions will involve improving the energy 

efficiency of ships, for example by fitting them with more efficient propellers, applying 

low-friction paints to their hulls, or – especially – by reducing their speed: "The 

amount of fuel used by a ship is proportional to the third power of its speed," according 

to T&E clean fuels policy expert Faig Abbasov. "Slowing down even a little bit can lead 

to substantial fuel efficiency gains." 

However, Abbasov admitted, slowing down also means taking more days to get from 

point A to B, and since shipping companies get paid to deliver cargo, that means 

reducing the amount of annual income a ship can generate for its owners. 

Clean technology options for ships 

 

In the short run, reducing NOx and SOx emissions will involve gradually switching to 

cleaner, but more expensive fuels such as low-sulfur diesel fuel. That's been agreed in 
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IMO negotiations, and will take effect over the next few years. But while that will help 

improve air quality in port cities, it won't do anything to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions from shipping. 

"Nor would switching to turbine engines powered by natural gas, as some shipping 

industry lobbyists have proposed," Abbasov said. "Natural gas is still a fossil fuel." And 

since methane – the main component of natural gas – "s a much worse greenhouse 

gas than carbon dioxide, and some leakage of gas from the fuel supply chain is 

inevitable, "gas turbine ship engines could well be worse in terms of climate impact" 

than existing fossil-fuelled diesel engines. 

In the long run, reducing emissions (including carbon dioxide emissions) will mean 

bigger and more expensive changes in how ships are powered. Although it's years away 

from being agreed, as yet, IMO could eventually require ships to be powered by low-

carbon, low-pollution fuel supplies such as synthetic, low-carbon methanol, ammonia, 

or hydrogen, according to Tristan Smith, a naval architect and professor at University 

College London (UCL) who is specialised in low-carbon shipping. Smaller ships with 

short travel distances, such as local ferries, could be converted to battery-powered 

electric engines – using the same type of technology that Tesla Motors recently 

presented a prototype battery-electric trailer truck. That would help local air quality 

in ports, and save a lot of fuel. But it's not a practical option for big, long-distance 

ocean-going ships, Smith told DW. 

Is ammonia the fuel of the future for shipping? 

 

Ammonia could be a solution for ocean-going ships. Its chemical formula is NH4. 

Given that nitrogen (N2) is the principal component of air, and hydrogen is found in 

abundance as part of every water molecule (H2O), NH4  can readily by synthesized in 

chemical factories by tearing apart N2 and H2O molecules and recombining the 

resultant free nitrogen and hydrogen atoms. If renewable or nuclear energy were used 

to power the synthesis process, the resultant ammonia would be a low-carbon fuel. 

"Ammonia can be used directly as a fuel, burned in Diesel engines, or it can be a way 

of storing hydrogen for use in fuel cells," T&E's Faig Abbasov told DW. "In the latter 

case, ammonia must be cracked into H2 and nitrogen in on-board reformers, and H2 

is then fed into fuel cells to generate electricity for propulsion. Ammonia can be 

produced from renewable electricity. The only catch is - ammonia is a 

poison."  Another option, Tristan Smith said, would be hydrogen fuel cells: "There are 

impressive innovations in fuel cells of the scale relevant to shipping, coming from 

diverse sources – the data-centre industry, for example." 

http://www.dw.com/en/hydrogen-and-wind-allies-for-sustainable-energy/a-19330382
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Refit or new-build? 

Clean, low-carbon fuels could be implemented by refitting the existing fuel supply 

chain and shipping fleet to make use of the new fuels, or by requiring new ships to be 

designed for such fuels, or both. But making the transition to clean fuels will require a 

whole new fuel supply chain as well as changes to ships' power trains, and so it will be 

very expensive. A big question is: Who should pay? In April 2017, a coalition of major 

shipping industry lobby groups (including WCS, the World Shipping Council, and two 

others) put forward a document at IMO MEPC negotiations, proposing that a global 

carbon fee could be applied to each tonne of fuel sold. The proceeds would go into a 

new "International Maritime Research Board," which would have "a mandate to direct 

and fund research and development f new and improved marine propulsion systems, 

electric generation plants, fuels, and ship designs," the WCS document said. 

R&D is good, but it isn't enough 

 

About 300 million tonnes of heavy fuel oil are sold to fuel ships each year, according 

to UCL's Tristan Smith. If the rate of the carbon fee on ship fuels proposed by the WCS 

were set at a rate of $10 per tonne, for example, then $3 billion per year would be made 

available for R&D and clean-shipping demonstration projects. Such a levy could 

enable a leap forward in developing clean shipping technologies, and is worth 

supporting, Smith said. But in his view, a levy won't be enough, in and of itself, to 

generate a timely shift to low-carbon shipping: "Whilst there could be a role for some 

sort of carbon price or levy," it should be applied in tandem with IMO regulations that 

directly require the shipping sector to decarbonize. T&E's experts agree. The 

environmental think-tank has proposed an aggregate carbon dioxide emissions budget 

or cap for the sector as a whole, on a declining annual schedule over time. Within that 

cap, the sector could implement whatever the most cost-effective technologies are to 

decarbonise shipping. 

Ultimately, though, it will be users that pay for the transition to clean shipping, one 

way or another, since ship-owners will have to pass through any increase in costs. 

That's as it should be, Smith said. But, he added, it's important to organise the 

transition in a way that presents a level playing field to industry participants, to avoid 

distorting shipping markets - and to achieve the transition as cost-effectively as 

possible. That will require a judicious combination of financial and regulatory 

instruments. 
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What combination of instruments should be adopted will be a matter of much 

contention. Experts expect it will take the IMO several years to get member 

governments to agree on a policy package. 

 

Source: www.dw.com, 29 December 2017 

 

Hinkley Point in 2018 - Five reasons why people in Somerset are worried 

about the nuclear power station 

- Michael Taylor 

The Hinkley Point C development is a heated topic amongst Bridgewater residents. 

The town has become a building site with numerous road works underway or planned, 

and EDF has been granted permission to increase the amount of lorry deliveries to the 

site to speed the development up. The construction continues, despite protests, and 

will likely be completed within the next 10 years, providing 7 per cent of the UK’s power 

for 60 years. Here's five reasons why Somerset residents are worried about the nuclear 

power station in 2018. 

Increased lorry deliveries 

EDF's request for a temporary 50 per cent rise in the number of HGV movements was 

approved by Somerset County Council. From the beginning of next year, the number 

of HGV movements will increase from 500 to up to 750 per day until a jetty for 

construction boats is fully operational. The move has been described by Leigh 

Redman, Cllr for Bridgewater South as "truly wrong" with Glastonbury residents set 

to see a 150 per cent increase in HGV traffic. The increased deliveries are set to increase 

traffic, gridlock and make travelling through Bridgwater a miserable experience. 

Radioactive mud 

One of the decisive issues about Hinkley Point C’s development has been the supposed 

radioactivity of the dredged mud. EDF, the energy giant behind Hinkley Point C, 

obtained a marine licence to dump up to 300,000 cubic metres of dredged material in 

the Bristol Channel to clear space to build the six vertical shafts for the cooling water 

system for the new station. 

http://www.dw.com/en/low-emissions-ocean-ships-who-should-pay-for-shippings-green-transition/a-41974789
http://www.somersetlive.co.uk/all-about/bridgwater
http://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/hgv-numbers-through-glastonbury-could-925155
http://www.somersetlive.co.uk/all-about/glastonbury
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EDF has said the mud poses “no threat to human health or the environment” but Tim 

Deere-Jones, an independent marine pollution researcher, analysed the mud and 

expressed multiple concerns about the waste. Mr Deere-Jones says that there are 50 

different radionuclides and that testing has only taken place on three of those. 

Air pollution 

We have already discussed the issues of the increased lorry deliveries to the power 

plant but the extra lorries could cause another headache - air pollution. An extra 250 

journeys by lorries will put more carbon monoxide fumes into the atmosphere, causing 

further damage to the ozone layer and reducing air quality in and around the power 

station. Hinkley Point C workers have been using residential areas in Cannington, 

Stogursey and Combwich to park their vehicles and naturally, residents aren't happy. 

Bridgwater MP Ian Liddell-Grainger has also voiced his concerns, stating: "It has to be 

drummed into these people that it is totally unacceptable to inconvenience local people 

like this, particularly when large sums of money have been spent on creating dedicated 

parking zones as part of the effort to minimise the impact of the project on the local 

community." A spokesman for EDF has said he does "not tolerate fly-parking and 

controlling this anti-social activity is a focus for the Hinkley Point C project" and has 

encourage their construction workers to use their park and ride bus service instead. 

Residents are however fearful workers will continue to ignore parking restrictions and 

cause further headaches for communities. 

The cost of Hinkley Point 

Concerns are growing after a committee of MPs voiced concerns that consumers have 

been dealt a "bad hand" by the Government. The Public Accounts Committee also 

noted consumers are "locked into" an expensive deal lasting 35 years and questioned 

why the Government did not revisit the terms between the original go-ahead in 2013 

and now. The 'bad deal' has caused fears that the average annual household electricity 

bill will increase by an estimated £10 to £15 to support the new power station up to 

2030, which could disproportionately impact on the poorest households, said the 

committee. 

On the plus side... 

On the flip side, EDF has put forward plenty of measures to ensure the construction is 

completed and reduce disruption in the community. The French energy giants put 
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forward a mitigation package of more than £4M to help maintain roads in the local 

area, contribute towards the county council's traffic control centre, and create more 

walking and cycling routes. EDF's investment into Bridgwater has funded the new 

footpath and cycleway on the A39 Cannington Road and supported the multi-million 

pound Colley Lane Southern Access Road in Bridgwater. The Hinkley Point C 

construction has also attracted new businesses to the area, with plans to redevelop the 

former BAE Systems site, Bridgwater Gateway development and various new brands 

to the town. 

Source: www.somersetlive.co.uk, 28 December 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/a39-cannington-road-works-complete-916077
http://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/a39-cannington-road-works-complete-916077
http://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/plans-multi-million-pound-colley-920440
http://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/plans-multi-million-pound-colley-920440
http://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/everything-know-far-former-bae-875736
http://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/everything-know-far-former-bae-875736
http://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/bridgwater-gateway-announces-plans-new-666710
http://www.somersetlive.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-news/papa-johns-co-operative-ms-950159
http://www.somersetlive.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-news/papa-johns-co-operative-ms-950159
http://www.somersetlive.co.uk/news/somerset-news/hinkley-point-2018-five-reasons-961448
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When Does a Geographic Space Become a Geostrategic Community? 

- Robert Farley 

The term “Indo-Pacific” has become an analytical hot potato. U.S. strategists and 

political leaders (including then-Secretary of State Hillary Clinton) have increasingly 

used the term to describe the set of strategic relationships that structure behavior in 

from the Eastern Indian Ocean into the Western Pacific. The term effectively puts 

China, India, Japan, Australia, and the United States is the same geostrategic orbit, a 

move which would seem to work to the benefit of the United States. The term was 

found in print in contemporary usage in 1993 (and again by Gurpreet S. Khurana in 

2007), to describe the increasingly dense nature of maritime networks of trade and 

contact in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. U.S. policymakers began to adopt the term 

more widely in the last decade, in large part because the “Indo” half of Indo-Pacific 

draws India into a strategic relationship with China, Japan, Australia, and the United 

States. U.S. policymakers (and to an extent their Japanese counterparts) foresaw 

growing strategic tension between New Delhi and Beijing, and sought to make India 

a counterweight to the growing power of China. But simply because the term has utility 

to a specific political viewpoint does not necessarily mean we should adopt it, 

especially given the concept’s potential for shifting the terms of the debate on power 

in the Indian and the Pacific. There are a few markers that we might use to consider 

the legitimacy of a regional definition. 

Economics is potentially an obvious marker; is the trade of a region sufficiently tied 

together that individuals, businesses, and governments make economic decisions in 

light of how others in the region behave? But trade has tied regional economies 

together since ancient times; it is not useful to lump Caesar’s Rome and Han China 

into a “region” simply because they engaged in long range exchange of goods. And as 

technology has radically reduced the cost of transport, individual economic decisions 

increasingly have global impact. 

Social or civilizational ties may also be a marker of a region; languages, religions, and 

cultures tend to tie societies together, and bind them to one another. Self-awareness 

of civilizational similarity (modern Europe, for example) can vary a great deal, but 

regionally coherent groups of people can sometimes self-identify with a common 

GEOPOLITICS 

https://thediplomat.com/authors/robert-farley/
http://www.scmp.com/print/news/china/diplomacy-defence/article/2119412/indo-pacific-containment-ploy-or-new-label-region
http://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/newspapers/digitised/issue/biztimes19930428-1
https://idsa.in/strategicanalysis/SecurityofSeaLinesProspectsforIndiaJapanCooperation_gskhurana_0107
https://idsa.in/strategicanalysis/SecurityofSeaLinesProspectsforIndiaJapanCooperation_gskhurana_0107
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/theworldpost/wp/2017/11/14/trump-asia-trip/?utm_term=.3d7be2b09428
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civilizational heritage. But even within regions, a shared sense of identity may create 

conflict, as was the case in the 20th century in both Europe and Asia. Intra-

civilizational (to borrow from Huntington) conflicts inevitably became trans-regional, 

trans-civilizational wars. Technology has an impact on both of these, as well as the 

military dimension. New technologies can reduce transport time (affecting economic 

decisions), increase the density of communication (producing new sense of 

community), and increase the lethal ranges of weapon systems. Arguably, the advent 

of the ICBM and the transcontinental strategic bomber rendered distance irrelevant to 

the United States and the Soviet Union, at least in strategic terms. And the ability of 

the major military organizations in the Indian and Pacific regions to strike at long 

range and with great precision certainly expands the operational 

It is under these terms that we can at least begin to think about what the Indo-Pacific 

is, and whether it constitutes a useful analytical unit. What nearly all of these metrics 

suggest is that the analytical creation of a geostrategic region (which is to say the 

introduction of terminology that allows us to include a specific group of actors) is 

considerably easier to defend in the context of massive technological change than it 

was even 30 or 40 years ago. And given that China, Japan, and India recognize each 

other as relevant strategic actors (the decisions of the one affect the decisions of the 

others) an analytical grouping makes sense. But before U.S. analysts embrace the 

term, they might ponder a question for the future: “How does the United States fit into 

the Indo-Pacific?” 

Source: thediplomat.com, 01 December 2017 

 

‘Indo-Pacific’ was always about China? Yes, but let’s not cross the ‘Red 

Line’ 

-Gurpreet S Khurana 

Beginning 5 November 2017, the US President Donald Trump undertook his much 

publicised 12-day tour of Asia, visiting five countries: Japan, South Korea, China, 

Vietnam and the Philippines. During the tour, his ‘catch-phrase’ was the “IndoPacific”, 

reflecting his geopolitical worldview of Asia, and the latest in a long history of 

diplomatic slogans from American presidents. This was a notable departure from the 

traditional Western expression of ‘Asia-Pacific’, which led the media, analysts and 

policy-makers worldwide scrambling, trying to delve deeper into the intent and 

https://thediplomat.com/2017/12/when-does-a-geographic-space-become-a-geostrategic-community/
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ramifications of this new “alliance” articulated by the leader of the most powerful 

nation on Earth.  

The ‘Indo-Pacific’ concept, which combines the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) with the 

Western Pacific region into a single geopolitical construct, is known to have gathered 

widespread acceptance in wake of my January 2007 paper on India-Japan maritime 

cooperation, and the ensuing address by Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, to the 

Indian Parliament, a few months later, in August 2007. In his address, the Japanese 

leader endorsed the idea of ‘Indo-Pacific’ through his articulation of the “Confluence 

of the Two Seas (the Indian and Pacific oceans)”.  

President Trump’s repeated use of the term ‘Indo-Pacific’ during his Asia tour led the 

Washington Post to seek my view on the issue. My opinion piece published in The 

World Post (Washington Post, 14 November) expressed my concern on the original 

‘Indo-Pacific’ idea having drifted away from the original ‘constructive’ India Japan 

proposition of a geopolitical amalgamation of the Indo-Pacific towards regional 

stability. The essay highlighted President Trump’s implicit intent to seek India’s 

partnership in containing China, thereby dividing the region into opposing camps.  

 As expected, the issue of ‘Indo-Pacific’ has lately generated widespread discussion, 

debate and a number of contrarian views. An Indian analyst, Abhijit Singh, expressed 

a view that the ‘Indo-Pacific’ construct was always about “containing the rise of China”. 

Writing for the South China Morning Post, he says that “Maritime Asia still struggles 

under the yoke of Chinese expansionism, with a permanent Chinese presence in the 

Indian Ocean and the South China Sea”; and therefore, “the use of the term (Indo-

Pacific) to describe an emerging India-Japan US-Australia alliance as a balance 

against Beijing is not a distortion of the term’s original meaning; it is the fulfilment of 

it”.  

While many such shades of views and counter-views exist to enrich the views of global 

strategic community, it is necessary to take stock of the original concept of ‘Indo-

Pacific’ — as conceived in 2007 — in context of the prevailing geopolitical environment 

in Asia. It is true that the ‘Indo-Pacific’ concept has always been about China. However, 

there lies a nuanced — albeit important — difference between the original 

conceptualisation and the current vision of President Trump.  

By the mid-2000s, both India and Japan were beginning to get overly worried of 

China’s so-called “peaceful rise”. In the anxious environment of those days, for the 
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Japanese, the ‘Indo-Pacific’ was largely a notion of assurance from India as an 

emerging power in the wider Asian region. For India too, it was an opportunity to join 

up with Japan, so as to share their respective assessments of the emerging 

environment and their respective visions for the region. This came about after several 

futile efforts by New Delhi at ‘persuasion’ of Beijing to adopt a conciliatory approach; 

following which, India was compelled to scale up its outreach to Japan in order to 

moderate China’s behaviour through ‘dissuasion’.  

In contrast, President Trump’s re-interpretation of the ‘Indo-Pacific’ construct 

amounts to partnering with India to create a China-specific alliance of sorts. Its 

temporal coincidence with the revival of the Australia-India-Japan-US ‘quadrilateral’ 

further enhances the risks of the proposition. This will severely constrict the strategic 

options of the regional countries — including those in the ‘quadrilateral — who would 

now need to make difficult choices. As Australia’s former Prime Minister Kevin Rudd 

puts it, this will lead to “brittle, (and) binary strategic choices” being thrust upon these 

countries. If this happens, the ensuing regional environment would be reminiscent of 

the fissures in Europe preceding the two World Wars that created a geopolitical 

environment ripe for conflict. 

Notably, the ‘Indo-Pacific’ concept was first discussed in India (some time in 2006), 

and its coinage had much to with the increased eminence of India with the turn of the 

21st Century. However, in this conceptualisation of the Indo-Pacific, the term ‘Indo-’ 

did not stand for ‘India’, but was a collective noun representing the countries littoral 

to the Indian Ocean. This proposition continues to be valid today.  

The growing traction of the ‘Indo-Pacific’ idea holds much value for the countries of 

both, the IOR and the Western Pacific. The leaders of these countries would need to 

review and articulate their own visions for the region. Given that the ‘Indo-Pacific’ 

represents the ‘maritime underbelly’ of Asia as the fastest growing continent, the 

increasing currency of the concept is indicative of the growing imperative for regional 

countries to develop their sea power, and develop constructive and collaborative 

maritime interfaces amongst themselves, rather than focussing merely upon achieving 

a favourable balance of power with military strategic connotations. 

Source: www.maritimeindia.org, 14 December 2017 

http://www.maritimeindia.org/View%20Profile/636489306330777826.pdf
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Indo-Pacific strategy will likely share the same fate as rebalance to Asia-

Pacific  

 -Liang Fang 

The Indo-Pacific strategy proposed by US President Donald Trump during his maiden 

trip to Asia in November received positive responses from Japan, India and Australia 

and drew wide global attention. It is designed to maintain US clout in the Indo-Pacific 

region and is likely to exert profound influence on the security of China's 

surroundings. The motive behind the strategy is to prevent the China-proposed Belt 

and Road initiative from extending to the Indian Ocean. Washington deemed the 

initiative has geopolitical intentions to increase China's strategic strength in Eurasia 

through improving the connectivity among the countries along the route. This will 

affect the US sphere of influence and strategic interests in Eurasia. Therefore, the 

Indo-Pacific strategy is a strategic adjustment by the US to tackle such pressure and 

challenges. The historical disputes and conflicts of interest between China and India 

provide an opportune point for US strategic adjustment. India is a key pawn in the 

Indo-Pacific strategy. The Trump administration hopes India would ramp up efforts 

to restrain China's strategic maritime channels in the Indian Ocean and hence destroy 

China's strategic foothold there.  

The essence of the Indo-Pacific strategy lies in the US' intention to act as an agent to 

avert head-on confrontation with China. The Trump government is committed to 

reviving the US economy, instead of confronting China and pursuing various air-sea 

battle concepts as in the Barack Obama administration's rebalance to the Asia-Pacific. 

The new strategy aims to counterbalance China through building a new mechanism 

with the joint efforts of US allies and security partners in the Indo-Pacific region, such 

as Japan, India, Australia and some ASEAN member states. In this regard, the US can 

not only reduce the risk of confronting China, but also reach the goal of checking 

China. As the rebalance to the Asia-Pacific strategy has almost collapsed, the Trump 

administration must release a new one. The US military had planned to deploy 60 

percent of its naval and air forces, and 60 percent of its Pacific fleet in the Asia-Pacific 

region by 2020. However, the US has failed to encircle China that has seen burgeoning 

military growth.  

The Indo-Pacific strategy is likely to drive up security risks in China's maritime 

strategic channels and trade routes. About 90 percent of its foreign trade is through 

sea transportation and 75 percent of imported oil is shipped to the South China Sea 

http://www.globaltimes.cn/special-coverage/Belt%20and%20Road%20Initiative%20News%20Desk.html
http://www.globaltimes.cn/special-coverage/Belt%20and%20Road%20Initiative%20News%20Desk.html
http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/996882.shtml
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via the Indian Ocean and the Strait of Malacca. In the long run, the Indian Ocean and 

the Strait of Malacca will still be an important maritime lifeline for China.  

Currently, the US has seven base clusters in the Indian Ocean and the Asia-Pacific 

region, accounting for nearly 50 percent of its 587 sites overseas. Once the Indo-Pacific 

strategy is implemented, Washington and New Delhi will lift the status and role of 

military bases and facilities in the Indian Ocean and consequently add security risks 

to China in the waters.  

In addition, the Indo-Pacific strategy will pose a threat to the hard-won stability of the 

South China Sea. The situation there remains basically stable due to the joint efforts 

of China and ASEAN countries. However, some countries outside the region, though 

claiming to have no stance over the South China Sea dispute, seek a dominant role by 

integrating Japan's Go South policy and India's Act East policy. Therefore, the strategy 

will complicate the South China Sea issue. The Indo-Pacific strategy will also hamper 

the Belt and Road initiative in that it causes countries along the routes to take a wait-

and-see attitude, drives a wedge between China and Indian Ocean countries, and 

dampens their confidence about contact with China. It is likely that some route 

countries are sandwiched between China and other major countries like India and the 

US. This will definitely cast a shadow over the implementation of the initiative. 

 Against this backdrop, we need to observe the situation and keep focused. After all, 

the Indo-Pacific strategy is proposed from a different background from that of the 

rebalancing strategy. China stands at a new starting point where it exhibits great 

wisdom and insight in safeguarding its security environment and long-term interests. 

 

Aside from developing ties with major powers, we should also maintain good relations 

with traditional friendly countries and small states along the Belt and Road. Besides, 

we should firmly safeguard the security of our maritime strategic channels and sea 

lanes. The US should realize that despite the Indo-Pacific strategy, it is unlikely to get 

what it failed to obtain with the rebalance to the Asia-Pacific. Only non-conflict, non-

confrontation, mutual respect and win-win cooperation can head toward a new model 

of major-country relationship. 

Source: www.globaltimes.cn, 03 December 2017 

 

 

http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1078470.shtml
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China, Russia oppose UN criticism of Myanmar over Rohingya 

The UN General Assembly on Sunday urged Myanmar to end a military campaign 

against Muslim Rohingya and called for the appointment of a UN special envoy, 

despite opposition from China, Russia and some regional countries. 

A resolution put forward by the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) was 

adopted by a vote of 122 to 10 with 24 abstentions. China, Russia, Cambodia, Laos, the 

Philippines and Vietnam joined Myanmar in voting against the measure as did 

Belarus, Syria and Zimbabwe. The resolution calls on the government to allow access 

for aid workers, ensure the return of all refugees and grant full citizenship rights to the 

Rohingya. It requests that UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres appoint a special 

envoy to Myanmar. The measure was adopted by the assembly after its budget 

committee gave the green light to funds for the new position of UN special envoy to 

Myanmar. More than 650,000 Muslim Rohingya have fled the mainly Buddhist 

country since the military operation was launched in Rakhine state in late August. 

Myanmar authorities insist the campaign is aimed at rooting out Rohingya militants 

who attacked police posts on August 25 but the United Nations has said the violence 

amounts to ethnic cleansing. Last week, the UN special rapporteur for Myanmar, 

Yanghee Lee, said she had been banned from the country and that the government had 

cut off all cooperation with her.  

 Source: www.theindependentbd.com, 25 December 2017 

 

China hits back at America’s ‘cold war mentality’ after Donald Trump 

brands it a competitor 

-Wendy Wu 

Beijing hit back at US President Donald Trump’s decision to name China as a 

competitor and called on the United States to give up its “cold war mentality”, saying 

it will lead to harm for both nations. The comments by Trump were a sign that Beijing’s 

efforts to ensure China-US relations developed as they wished had failed, according to 

mainland diplomatic observers. But they added that Beijing would be cautious against 

acting in a way that generated further strife between the two sides. 

http://www.theindependentbd.com/post/129687
http://www.scmp.com/author/wendy-wu
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Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying said on Tuesday that China had 

the right to decide its own development path. “Any country, or any report, which 

distorts the facts, or maliciously slanders will do so in vain,” Hua told reporters in 

Beijing. “No one should be under the illusion that China will swallow a bitter pill that 

affects its interests. “We call on the US to stop distorting China’s strategic intentions 

and to give up its cold war mentality and outdated concept that this is a zero-sum game 

– or it will end up causing damage to both sides.” Earlier on Tuesday, the Chinese 

embassy in Washington said confrontation between China and the US would result in 

mutual losses. “The Americans on one hand say they want to develop a partnership 

with China, but on the other hand they take an oppositional stance. This is 

contradictory,” it said. “It is completely egotistical for any nation to put its interests 

above the common interests of other nations and the international community. It will 

lead to a path of self-isolation.” Trump’s new national security strategy accused China 

of seeking to “displace the US in the Indo-Pacific region, expand the reach of its state-

driven economic model and reorder the region in its favour”. 

The tone was a stark deviation from that of his predecessor Barack Obama, who named 

China as a “strategic partner” despite confrontations between the two sides. It also 

departed from the assumption that China only moves to counter the US when the 

country stands in the way of Beijing’s initiatives, analysts said. Chinese President Xi 

Jinping has tried to define ties between America and China as a new type of major 

power relations – a vaguely defined term that stresses the importance of avoiding 

conflict. Trump’s strategy is seen as a rejection of Beijing’s course. “It is disappointing 

that the US did not accept China’s suggestion. Our efforts in the past year did not work, 

which is far from what we had expected,” said Jin Canrong, professor and associate 

dean with the School of International Studies at Renmin University. Jia Qingguo, head 

of the international relations school at Peking University, said the report was based on 

a zero-sum game and took a negative approach to China-US relations. “The question 

remains whether the Trump administration can turn rhetoric into action,” he said, 

adding that Beijing should stick to its policy direction based on its own interests and 

not be influenced by Washington. The relationship between China and the US has seen 

a series of peaks and troughs. 

Bill Clinton supported China’s bid to join the World Trade Organization, but his 

successor George W Bush called China a “strategic competitor” and encouraged Japan 

to take a more active military role against China. 
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Under Obama, the two nations stressed they could continue to cooperate despite their 

disagreements – often citing a deal on tackling climate change as an example. But 

Trump has said “great power competition” has returned, and that China’s military 

modernization campaign is designed to limit US access to the Indo-Pacific region. 

Shen Dingli, a professor of international relations at Fudan University, said China’s 

activities, ranging from island construction in the South China Sea to massive 

infrastructure projects abroad, presented a threat to the US. “The Trump report says 

basically that China has targeted the US, and the rise of China is challenging the US,” 

he said. “China should review whether its actions are consistent with international 

laws and practices.” 

Zhu Feng, director of the Institute of International Studies at Nanjing University, said 

the change on how the US identified China would have a subtle but incremental impact 

on China-US relations. “It is very likely that Trump will intensify the pressure on China 

on economic and trade issues. China should firmly oppose the unreasonable 

requirements of the US. Meanwhile it should do its work properly in areas such as 

improving the role of market forces in economic activities,” Zhu said. 

Lu Xiang, an expert on China-US relations with the Chinese Academy of Social 

Sciences, said the report was is in line with the long-standing view that China posed a 

challenge to the US. He suggested that China should respond cautiously to Trump’s 

actions to curtail China’s rise, adding: “Take him seriously, not literally.” 

Source: www.scmp.com, 19 December 2017 

 

Don't shy away from standing up to China, US envoy urges 

- David Wroe 

 

Donald Trump's new national security strategy aims to give Australia and other allies 

in Asia greater self-confidence in standing up to China by vowing the United States is 

"not going anywhere", his acting ambassador says. The strategy, which President 

Trump released on Monday night Australian time, paints a stark picture of China as a 

strategic competitor to the US. Beijing and Moscow, it states, "challenge American 

power, influence and interests, attempting to erode American security and prosperity". 

http://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy-defence/article/2124914/china-hits-back-trumps-selfish-isolation-after-us
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James Carouso, the US charge d'affaires in Canberra, acknowledged the strategy was 

a "document of hyperrealism" that accepted the world was a very competitive place. 

But he also stressed that it expressed a firm commitment to US alliances and to a 

continued US presence in Asia – a pledge that will be well-received in Canberra – 

despite some commentators' assessments that the US will pull back from the region. 

James Carouso, the US charge d'affaires in Canberra, acknowledged the strategy was 

a "document of hyperrealism" that accepted the world was a very competitive place. 

But he also stressed that it expressed a firm commitment to US alliances and to a 

continued US presence in Asia – a pledge that will be well-received in Canberra – 

despite some commentators' assessments that the US will pull back from the region. 

"It's a full-throated endorsement of the idea that any comment about us pulling back 

from the region is not only exaggerated, it's just wrong," he said. He said the US was 

seeking a co-operative relationship with China. "But we believe neither ourselves nor 

our allies should shy away from speaking clearly and forthrightly about policies which 

we're concerned about, including increased tension in the region," he said. The 

message to countries in the Indo-Pacific region included an "assurance that we are not 

going anywhere so perhaps they will feel a little bit more self-confident when they want 

to disagree with China on something". The release of the strategy comes a week after 

the Turnbull government unveiled its new laws to curb foreign interference, notably 

by China. Mr. Carouso declined to comment on how these laws fit with the US strategy 

towards China. The US strategy raises the issue of Chinese theft of American 

intellectual property through universities - an issue that is also causing concern in 

Australia. The 55-page document is the latest in the five-yearly national security 

strategies that the US Congress mandates each administration must release. It draws 

heavily on Mr Trump's "America first" approach to foreign policy, though while it 

states allies should do more to help, it also emphasizes the value of alliances to the US. 

Mr Trump's rhetoric, which has in the past castigated close allies for not doing enough, 

has caused nervousness in some Western capitals. Along with China, the strategy 

singles out Russia as a strategic headache, diverging noticeably from Mr. Trump's 

frequent reluctance to criticize the regime of Vladimir Putin. Mr. Carouso said neither 

Russia nor China had the strategic alliances that the US enjoyed, which gave it a huge 

advantage in magnifying its power in the world. "This a document of hyperrealism. We 

can be co-operative, but the world is a very, very competitive place. This paper lays out 

clearly that the goal is to ensure that the global power tilts in favour of the US and its 

allies," he said. 
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This would involve military and economic influence, "recognizing that our competitors 

are trying to do the same thing". 

Source: www.brisbanetimes.com, 19 December 2017 

 

US-China Relations: Competition or Cooperation? 

-Peter Buxbaum 

The relationship between the United States and China is a complex one. There is a high 

level of economic interdependence between the two countries. At the same time, China 

is taking steps to assert its dominance economically and militarily in the western 

Pacific, at the expense of the United States. That’s where the greatest risk of conflict 

between the US and China can be found. The US has naval and alliance commitments 

in Asia, and China is seeking to push the US out of the East and South China Seas, both 

strategic for geopolitics and trade. On the other hand, US and Chinese interests appear 

to overlap in the acute crisis with North Korea, allowing for for growing cooperation. 

Does the US retains sufficient leverage in its relationship with China to assert its 

interests through negotiations? The US withdrawal from the Trans-Pacific Partnership 

relinquished a major source of pressure on China in the long term. The US also could 

potentially assert leverage over China in the Arctic, but isn’t. 

The problem with not asserting US interests in negotiations with China now, is that 

the situation may inevitably deteriorate in the future to the point where war is the last 

option left on the table. No one wants to see a US-China war; a more assertive US 

response to Chinese actions now could obviate that eventuality. China’s new 

assertiveness largely derives from its economic prowess. Its economy appears stable 

and with that comes a clearer vision of how it can present an alternative, non-Western 

vision of economic development, a decade or two down the road. China has also built 

up its military prowess, but it’s also devoted significant resources to its soft power, the 

Belt and Road initiative being one such example. “On economic issues, I actually see 

China being largely supportive of global economic institutions, particularly the World 

Trade Organization and the International Monetary Fund,” said David Dollar, a 

Brookings scholar, at a Brookings conference of experts to discuss the future of US-

China relations last month. “They rely very heavily on the WTO and they’re becoming 

a key financer of the IMF….They got a WTO accession agreement that was appropriate 

for a developing country, and they’ve stuck by it.” 

https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/world/europe/dont-shy-away-from-standing-up-to-china-us-envoy-urges-20171219-h07fr0.html
http://www.globaltrademag.com/global-trade-daily/trump-still-search-china-strategy
http://www.globaltrademag.com/global-logistics/trumps-evolving-china-trade-policy
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So, China is now championing international institutions while the current US 

administration disparages them. The US withdrawal from the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership (TPP) removed a leverage point the US had in potential geopolitical 

negotiations with China. The withdrawal from that trade agreement “had a devastating 

impact on US credibility in the region,” said Jonathan Stromseth, a senior fellow at 

Brookings. “This has been further exacerbated by the lack of any clear articulation of 

a new economic engagement strategy by the current administration.” TPP nations 

such as Vietnam viewed TPP in strategic terms, as did the Obama administration in 

the US. “The perception of US decline is causing them to hedge by seeking greater 

cooperation or improved relations with China,” Stromseth added. “Pulling out of TPP 

was a huge mistake for the United States,” said Dollar. “Countries were looking at it to 

deepen their relationships with the United States and create a positive incentive for 

China to reform. Now that we don’t have that, we don’t have a lot of other options.” 

Another area of potential US leverage over China is in the Arctic, with its growing 

potential as a northern trade route as sea ice melting accelerates. “The Chinese were 

banging on the door to get into the Arctic Council, where they had huge economic and 

strategic interests to get into that space, and we controlled the key,” said Bruce Jones, 

vice president and director of the Foreign Policy program at Brookings. “Since China 

wants this thing a lot and we have the key, we have the leverage; if and when we see 

better behavior in the South China Sea, we’re willing to open up in this other space.” 

But there is no indication that the Trump administration has applied this element of 

leverage to the US relationship with China. Trump’s withdrawal from the TPP likewise 

compromised a US negotiating point with the People’s Republic. All this is ironic, since 

Trump claimed in his campaign for the presidency that his business experience will 

allow him to negotiate better deals for the United States and that his business success, 

he said in The Art of the Deal, was built on finding and applying leverage. 

 

Source: www.globaltrademag.com, 19 December 2017 

 

Between Eurasia and the Indo-Pacific: India’s New Geopolitics 

- C. Raja Mohan 

India’s decision to join a renewed quadrilateral security dialogue with the United 

States, Japan and Australia on the margins of the East Asia Summit in November 2017 

has raised many political eyebrows around the world. Is India abandoning its tradition 

http://www.globaltrademag.com/in-the-news/us-will-missing-without-tpp
http://www.globaltrademag.com/in-the-news/us-will-missing-without-tpp
http://www.globaltrademag.com/in-the-news/us-china-relations-competition-cooperation?gtd=3850&scn=us-china-relations-competition-cooperation
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of non-alignment and tilting towards the United States and the West? Is Delhi tempted 

by President Donald Trump’s new geopolitical construct, Indo-Pacific?  

These fears about India are entirely misplaced. Delhi has no intention of abandoning 

its independent foreign policy. But India, like any other state, does respond to 

structural changes in the distribution of power around it. Recall that Delhi signed a 

treaty of peace and friendship with Moscow in 1971 in the wake of Sino-US 

rapprochement. After the end of the Cold War, India sought to hedge against the 

unipolar moment. Washington’s threats to roll back India’s nuclear programme and 

the talk about intervening in Delhi’s dispute with Islamabad over Jammu and Kashmir 

meant Delhi had good reasons to join the Eurasian coalition led by Moscow and backed 

by Beijing.  Much has happened since then for India to reconsider its approach to the 

regional balance of power. If the principal external challenge to India in the 1990s 

seemed to come from the United States, there is no avoiding the fact that it now comes 

from China.   

For nearly a decade, India’s relations with China have steadily deteriorated. Three 

factors are shaping this down-turn. One is Beijing’s assertive policy on the long and 

disputed border with Delhi, growing regional friction arising from the competition for 

influence in the shared neighbourhood of Asia Pacific and the Indian Ocean, and the 

palpable sense that China is blocking India’s rise on the global stage.   

In contrast with the decline in mutual trust between Delhi and Beijing, India’s 

relations with the United States have steadily improved over the last decade. The 

contrast between the approaches of Washington and Beijing towards what Delhi can 

no longer be hidden.  On the international front, Washington supports India’s claim 

for a permanent seat at the United Nations Security Council and has backed India’s 

entry into the Nuclear Suppliers Group. China is opposed to both.   On the regional 

front, China is unwilling to criticise let alone put pressure on Pakistan to stop 

supporting cross border terrorism in India. Washington, after decades of indulging 

Pakistan, has become a vocal partner for India in countering violent religious 

extremism in Pakistan. More broadly, Delhi sees Beijing’s power projection into South 

Asia and the Indian Ocean as undermining its regional interests. Washington, on the 

other hand, is ready to support India’s case for regional leadership.   

On the bilateral front, the border between India and China has become a tense one as 

the Peoples’ Liberation Army takes a more aggressive approach to border patrolling 

and makes frequent incursions into territory claimed by India. Delhi’s hopes for 
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mitigating the tension on the border, find regional reconciliation and develop 

international cooperation have not really been met. Realists in Delhi recognize that 

China as the larger power may feel it is not obliged to make nice to India. After all 

China’s GDP today is five times larger than that of India. And its defence spending is 

four times bigger. The collapse of parity, which once existed between the two Asian 

giants, means Delhi must find external partners to bridge the widening strategic gap.   

With Russia drawing closer to China, Moscow no longer appears to be in a position to 

help Delhi balance Beijing. India therefore has had no option but to turn to the US and 

Japan to construct an Asian equilibrium. This does not mean, India will become a 

junior partner for the United States. Delhi is acutely conscious that Washington and 

Tokyo have their own compulsions to stay engaged with Beijing. India is also aware 

that both China and Russia are eager to carve out accommodation of their own with 

America. This dynamism among the great powers is very much part of life in our 

multipolar world. As the weakest of the major powers, Delhi would want to stay 

engaged with the continental as well as maritime powers with the sole objective of 

improving its own weight in the world order. There is no room for sentimentalism in 

Delhi as India becomes a part of the new geopolitical jousting in Eurasia and the Indo-

Pacific amidst China’s rise and American retrenchment.  

Source: valdaiclub.com, 20 December 2017 

  

Donald Trump's Support For India's 'Leadership Role' Has Pak Bristling 

  -Anindita Sanyal 

The new US national security strategy that promises to support India's leadership role 

in South and Central Asia, which is expected to help counter China's growing influence 

in the area, has raised hackles in Pakistan. Calling India a "leading global power", the 

Donald Trump administration said it intends to "deepen its strategic partnership with 

India and support its leadership role in Indian Ocean security and throughout the 

broader region”. India said the close partnership with the US will contribute to "peace, 

stability and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region". The two nations, India said, share 

common objectives, "including combating terrorism and promoting peace and 

security throughout the world". Referring to the India-US defence relationship, the 

68-page document US document has said the US will help south Asian nations 

http://valdaiclub.com/a/highlights/between-eurasia-and-the-indo-pacific-india/
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"maintain their sovereignty as China increases its influence in the region".  China's 

recent One Belt One Road scheme that passes through more than a dozen nations, its 

purchase of a port Sri Lanka and free trade agreement with Maldives has been seen as 

indications of Beijing's effort to expand its footprint. India has already protested 

against the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, which passes through Pakistan-

occupied Kashmir. The document also said the United States seeks a Pakistan that's 

not engaged in destabilising behaviour and a stable and self-reliant Afghanistan. It 

brought a sharp statement from Pakistan, which also shares close ties with China. 

"Countries emerge as regional or global powers on the basis of their constructive 

contributions. It does not fall upon one country to bestow such status on any state," a 

statement from Islamabad read. 

Referring to Kashmir, the statement went on to add: "Ironically, a country (India) with 

a record of defiance of UNSC resolutions, introduction of nuclear weapons in South 

Asia and use of terrorism as a state policy is being projected as a regional leader". 

Pakistan's many claims of helping control terror in the region have been busted 

following the recent release of Lashkar-e-Taiba chief Hafiz Saeed, who has been 

marked as a terrorist by the United Nations. Today the US expressed concern about 

reports that the 26/11 Mumbai attack mastermind will be running for office in Pakistan 

in 2018. "I want to remind folks, we have a $10 million Reward for Justice programme 

that would reward for information that would bring him to justice," US State 

Department Spokesperson Heather Nauert said. 

Source: www.ndtv.com, 20 December 2017 
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